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Introduction
In RAN1#85 meeting [1], the following agreements on NR frame structure have been made: 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK6]Agreements:
· At least the following should be supported for NR in a frequency portion
· A time interval X which can contain one or more of the following
· DL transmission part
· Guard
· UL transmission part
· FFS which combinations are supported and whether they are indicated dynamically and/or semi-statically
· Furthermore, the following is supported
· The DL transmission part of time interval X to contain downlink control information and/or downlink data transmissions and/or reference signals
· The UL transmission part of time interval X to contain uplink control information and/or uplink data transmissions and/or reference signals
· FFS length(s) of time interval X
· FFS: other characteristics of time interval X
· Note: The usage of DL and UL does not preclude other deployment scenarios e.g., sidelink, backhaul, relay
[bookmark: OLE_LINK33][bookmark: OLE_LINK34]In this contribution, we discuss the structure on uplink transmission part. We analyze timing relationship of the uplink control information and the uplink data transmission of time interval X. The discussions are for better support of unlicensed/shared spectrum access. 
Requirements for the NR frame structure
For unlicensed/shared spectrum, there are different devices (e.g., devices in different RAT, or different devices in the same RAT). Interferences between these devices should be considered for the frame structure design.
In addition, there exist radio regulations in some countries/regions for unlicensed/shared spectrum (such as those in the 5GHz band). In order to fulfil those regulations (e.g., ETSI EN 301 893 V1.8.1), a device should perform LBT (listen before talk) before transmitting on an unlicensed/shared spectrum.
The LBT scheme can also provide a degree of fairness between different RATs when the different devices try to access the same unlicensed band. Supporting the LBT scheme should be well taken into account in the early design of the NR frame structure. 
In [2], we have related discussion on requirements, diverse usage scenarios, operation modes and some design considerations for NR operation in unlicensed spectrum.
Design of UL part structure in NR frame
[bookmark: OLE_LINK44]In this contribution, a time interval X is denoted the self-contained subframe.
The LBT scheme implies that a UE has to listen first if the radio channel it intends to access is available. It should only transmit if other UEs’ transmissions do not get interrupted.
Consider a “typical” NR subframe structure design as it has been proposed for the transmission of uplink data in NR TDD (figure1). A downlink control field is followed by a GP, the UL data field and finally the uplink control field. The GP includes the time needed for DL/UL switch, LBT measurements and also other fronthaul latency. Note, that the “blue” boxes in fig 1 are not part of the subframe structure, but indicate an additional reserved GP when a UE which has UL control information to send only performs LBT. 


Figure 1 self-contained subframe for UL data in TDD
Assume now the case that two UEs (UE1 and UE2) are using a scheduling frame configuration following the NR subframe structure shown in figure 1. The UE1 will transmit both data and UL control, while UE2 has no data but only UL control to transmit, e.g. ACK/NACK.
Assume further that the UE 1 has an ongoing transmission of data. Since the LBT operation needs to be followed directly by a transmission, UE2 needs to perform LBT during the “UL data” field, just before it can send its UL control information during “UC”. This LBT measurement for UE2 will result in a failure (channel busy), because the UE1 is transmitting data. Therefore, the UL control signalling for UE2 cannot be transmitted.
However, this conflict can be resolved with a different subframe configuration. The base station can coordinate the control resources for both UEs. The following two alternative types of subframe structures are considered:  
Alt1. The UC part as shown in figure 1 is split into 2 parts, UC2 and UC1. UC2 has the same position as the UC has in the original subframe structure. The UC1 is an optional part that can be configured by the network. This is illustrated in Figure 2 below. An NR subframe includes then DC, GP, UC1, UL data and UC2. When UE2 exists, then the UC1 is configured by the serving eNB. In this situation, the UE2 performs LBT within the GP. If the LBT operation is successful, then the UE2 transmits UL control signalling (such as CSI, SR, SRS, ACK/NACK) in the UC1.
The UE1 also performs LBT within the GP. If the LBT also is successful for UE1, then the UE1 transmits UL control signalling in the UC1 and then its data in the following “UL data”. The UE1 could transmit further UL control signalling in UC2.


Figure2. A configurable NR frame structure for UL in TDD
Alt2. As shown in the following Figure 3. A NR subframe includes DC, GP, UC and UL data. UL transmission fields for control and data are swapped compared to the original approach shown in figure 1.
Both UE2 and UE1 perform LBT within GP. If the LBT operation is successful for both UEs, then they both transmit “control signalling” during UC. The UE1 would then continue its transmission with UL data in the data field.


Figure3. An alternative NR frame structure for UL in TDD
In both Alt1 and alt2, the UEs perform LBT in the GP, which is originally used for the base station to separate Tx and Rx. Having the LBT been carried out during the GP, results in a minimum overhead needed for LBT and this shall be considered in the NR subframe design. For the case when a UE has no control but only data to transmit, it has to send an occupation signal in UL right after LBT. Since the UC for each UE is short duration, the introduced overhead is low. 
The NR needs to support the unlicensed/shared spectrum also for the FDD mode, the LBT should be considered in a similar way for that case. The LBT location for FDD UL should be also aligned in the NR frame structure for different UEs in same cell. The candidate solutions listed above should also be considered for FDD. Note that, both FDD/TDD also need occupation signals when necessary.
Observation 1:
It can be seen from the above analysis, because of the different needs of the UE uplink transmission, in unlicensed spectrum, uplink transmission part of the NR frame structure, if UC is located before the UL data, it will be beneficial to reduce the extra GP, so as to improve spectrum efficiency.
Obviously, NR system in the future will be deployed in licensed and unlicensed spectrum, so the NR frame structure should be unified designed to support the licensed and unlicensed spectrum, for example, for UL part in NR frame structure. It is suggested that the position of the UC in UL part of the NR frame structure can be configured for different UE needs. For example, the following three cases can be supported:
· UC  is only located after the UL data;
· UC is only located before the UL data;
· UC is divided into two parts, one part is located before UL data and another part is located after UL data.
Proposal 1: 
The position of the UC in UL part of the NR frame structure can be configured for different UE needs. For example, the following three cases can be supported:
· UC  is only located after the UL data;
· UC is only located before the UL data;
· UC is divided into two parts: one part is located before UL data and another part is located after UL data.

Conclusion
We have discussed the aspects of LBT for the introduction of NR in unlicensed band. These aspects should be considered for the design of the UL part in NR frame structure. Two alternative solutions have been presented.
The following observation and proposal have been made as the conclusion:
Observation 1:
It can be seen from the above analysis, because of the different needs of the UE uplink transmission, in unlicensed spectrum, uplink transmission part of the NR frame structure, if UC is located before the UL data, it will be beneficial to reduce the extra GP, so as to improve spectrum efficiency.
Proposal 1: 
The position of the UC in UL part of the NR frame structure can be configured for different UE needs. For example, the following three cases can be supported:
· UC  is only located after the UL data;
· UC is only located before the UL data;
· UC is divided into two parts: one part is located before UL data and another part is located after UL data.
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