3GPP TSG RAN WG1 Meeting #81




  
R1-152703
Fukuoka, Japan, 25th – 29th May, 2015
______________________________________________________________________Agenda item: 6.2.1.4
Source: LG Electronics
Title: Discussion on PUSCH transmissions for MTC
Document for: Discussion and Decision
1. Introduction
By the following agreements, techniques including repetition, multiple-SF channel estimation, and frequency hopping will be supported at least for PUSCH transmissions from UEs in enhanced coverage:
Agreements:
· For ‘physical channel(s) carrying UL data’ repetition (including different RVs) for Rel-13 low complexity MTC UEs with a coverage enhancement mode, the following techniques are supported

· Multiple-SF channel estimation

· Frequency hopping over system bandwidth across subframes

· Network can enable or disable the hopping
· FFS details of configuration

· FFS on other techniques

Agreements:
· For UEs in enhanced coverage:
· Repetition across multiple subframes is supported for the ‘Physical downlink control channel for MTC’

· Multiple repetition levels in time domain are supported

· Repetition/bundling of PDSCH across multiple subframes is supported

· Multiple repetition/bundling levels in time domain are supported

· Repetition/bundling of ‘physical channel(s) carrying UL data’ is supported

· Multiple repetition/bundling levels in time domain are supported
In this contribution, we discuss more details to support the agreed PUSCH transmission techniques. Discussions on the frequency hopping can be found in [1].
2. Discussions
2.1. Resource allocation
Scheduling PUSCH for LC MTC UEs requires the indication of the repetition level. Between the two indication methods of dynamic signalling by DCI and semi-static signalling by high layer, dynamic signalling seems more suitable for the indication of the repetition level. One reason is that TB size of PUSCH cannot be fixed in general, and a large TB needs to be transmitted with more repetitions at a given channel condition. As far as the existing principle of TB size indication via DCI is kept, the repetition level also needs to be indicated by DCI for PUSCH of LC MTC UEs. It can be further discussed whether the repetition level indication can be combined with MCS or TB size indication in the same DCI. Such dynamic repetition level signalling can also be beneficial in the link adaptation, i.e., increasing or decreasing the repetition level based on the channel quality similarly to the power control in the current specifications. 
As PUSCH from an LC MTC UE is transmitted within a certain subband, the eNB needs to indicate which subband is used for PUSCH transmissions. Either dynamic or semi-static signalling can be used for this indication. For UEs in normal coverage, subbnand indication by DCI can be useful for the maximal flexibility in eNB scheduling. The gain from this scheduling flexibility needs to be compared with the DCI overhead in the UEs in enhanced coverage. As PUSCH will anyway hop across multiple subbands in a predetermined pattern and the eNB scheduling is not as flexible as that for normal coverage as a result, semi-static subband indication may be sufficient for the enhanced coverage operations.
Proposal 1: The repetition level of PUSCH for MTC UEs is indicated by DCI.
2.2. Determination of PUSCH transmission subframes
Repeated PUSCH transmissions for LC MTC UE can introduce several new UE behaviours in determining which subframes are used for the repetitions.
First, the timing relationship needs to be defined between UL grant and PUSCH. Here, we propose that the eNB configures the set of subframes in which the PUSCH repetition can start. For example, when a UE receives UL grant whose last transmission occurs in subframe n, the corresponding PUSCH transmission starts in subframe n+k where k is the smallest value with k ≥4 and subframe n+k is included in the set of PUSCH start subframes. As illustrated in Figure 1, this operation enables the eNB to align the start of PUSCH transmissions from multiple UEs even when the corresponding UL grants are transmitted in different subframes. This can ease eNB scheduling for multiplexing PUSCH. For example, multiple UEs having the same repetition number can be grouped, and the group-wise TDM or FDM can be easily scheduled if PUSCH start subframe is aligned within the group.
Proposal 2: The eNB configures the set of subframes in which PUSCH repetition can start.
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Figure 1. An example of aligning the start of repeated PUSCH transmissions among UEs.
Second, it needs to be discussed whether the repetition applies to all the UL subframes or some UL subframes can be excluded in the repeated transmissions. If the network multiplexes normal UE and LC MTC UEs with coverage extension, a HARQ-process domain TDM can be used so that a set of UL subframes corresponding to a few selected UL HARQ processes are reserved for normal UEs. Such an operation has the benefit that at least the selected UL HARQ processes for normal UEs are not interrupted by the repeated transmissions from LC MTC UEs. In addition, some subframes can be reserved for other normal UE transmissions such as PRACH, and it is desirable to exclude those subframes in the repeated transmissions of LC MTC UEs. Thus, the eNB should be able to configure a set of UL subframes that are usable for repeated transmissions from LC MTC UEs. Furthermore, it is necessary to define eNB signalling for the resources where the shortened PUSCH is used in order to avoid collision with SRS transmitted from normal UEs.
Proposal 3: The eNB configures the set of subframes where PUSCH repetition can occur. In addition, the eNB configures the resource where the shortened PUSCH is used.
Another issue is how to handle the overlap of PUSCH transmissions from a single UE. When a long repetition is configured for PUSCH, it may be possible that a UE receives a UL grant which triggers another PUSCH transmission starting from a subframe that appears before completing the repetition of the previous PUSCH. This may not be an error case in the coverage extension case: For example, if the eNB successfully receives the previous PUSCH in the middle of repetition, the remaining repetition is meaningless and it can reduce the overall resource and power consumption by starting the next PUSCH transmission as early as possible. Figure 2 shows such an example. In order to allow this operation, the UE should drop the on-going repetition and start PUSCH repetition according to the newly received UL grant.
Proposal 4: When a new PUSCH transmission is scheduled before completing repetition of the previous PUSCH transmission, the UE stops the previous PUSCH transmission and starts new PUSCH. 
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Figure 2. An example of early PUSCH termination.
2.3. Transmit power control and timing advance
It is straightforward that TPC is necessary for UEs in normal coverage where the transmit power is not limited. For UEs in enhanced coverage, TPC may be beneficial at least for PUCCH as a tool to handle the near-far problem caused by the CDM-nature of PUCCH. Further investigation seems necessary on whether/how to support TPC for UEs in enhanced coverage.
Timing advance issue needs to be considered carefully in the enhanced coverage case where multiple-SF channel estimation is supported. To be specific, if the UE changes its UL transmit timing in the middle of a set of subframes in which the eNB performs multiple-SF channel estimation, it gives the effect of changing the channel between the UE and the eNB during the repeated transmissions and the gain of multiple-SF change estimation may reduce. Further investigation seems necessary on whether the UE behaviour needs to be refined to assist the multiple-SF channel estimation at the eNB, e.g., by imposing some restriction on changing UL transmission timing.
Proposal 5: Further investigation is necessary on TPC and timing advance for UEs in enhanced coverage. 

3. Conclusion
This contribution discussed about PUSCH-related operations in LC MTC UEs. The following proposals were made:
Proposal 1: The repetition level of PUSCH for MTC UEs is indicated by DCI.
Proposal 2: The eNB configures the set of subframes in which PUSCH repetition can start.
Proposal 3: The eNB configures the set of subframes where PUSCH repetition can occur. In addition, the eNB configures the resource where the shortened PUSCH is used.

Proposal 4: When a new PUSCH transmission is scheduled before completing repetition of the previous PUSCH transmission, the UE stops the previous PUSCH transmission and starts new PUSCH.

Proposal 5: Further investigation is necessary on TPC and timing advance for UEs in enhanced coverage.
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