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1 Introduction
In the RAN1 76bis meeting, the new procedure to support fast small cell on/off has been widely discussed and the following conclusions [1] have been made:

Conclusions:

· Candidates for the new L1 procedure for activated SCell to further reduce the transition time includes at least followings
· Information on what UE can assume about the cell transmission is indicated to the UE

· Candidates for the indicator are

· DCI message

· Reference signal

· Active time within the DRX procedure 

· Enhanced CA activation/deactivation  command

· For the DCI message and reference signal candidates 

· Down-select whether the indication is sent on the serving SCell operating on/off, on the PCell 

· Down-select the value of the delay between the indicator and its corresponding first on subframe, within the range of 0 to 4 ms

· Define the number of consecutive on subframes associated with the indicator

· FFS: Whether the number of on subframes can be signaled with the indicator

· Maximum number of consecutive off subframes is less than periodicity of configured signals such as DRS or CSI-RS.

· For candidates based on active time within the DRX procedure

· Define whether there should be a separate DRX configuration for the serving cell operating on/off different from the DRX configuration on other serving cells not operating on/off

· Down-select timers related to DRX configuration to support on/off

· For off subframes, UE assumes that the cell transmits a discovery signal in some of the off subframes. 

In this contribution, we provide the discussion on the new L1 procedure to support small cell on/off for CA case.
2 Fast on/off for CA case
Small cell on/off could be realized using the existing mechanism such as handover, Scell activation/deactivation and potentially dual connectivity procedures. Meanwhile, the Scell activation/deactivation procedure has the least on/off transition time, which is in order of 24ms from deactivated state to activated state and 8 ms from activated state to deactivated state. As indicated in [2], the best system performance can be achieved when the transition time is less than 10ms. In order to support such fast small cell on/off, UE should be aware of the cell’s on/off state so that UE could receives DL data packet as soon as possible. In the following, we present the discussion on how this information could be obtained by the UEs for CA case.
When the small cell is in the on state, the small cell will transmit all the necessary signals and the UEs will continuous monitor the transmission in every subframe. While when the cell is in an off state, only DS and potentially other signals which depends on the detailed design of the procedure are transmitted. Although it is possible that the DS is transmitted regardless of the cell’s state and UE could always relies on the DS to perform RRM measurement, the awareness of the cell’s on/off state at the UE side is still beneficial from the viewpoints of the UE’s power consumption.
Several solutions have already been proposed to inform UE of the cell’s state as follows:

· Option a: explicit DCI message

In this option, the DCI message could be transmitted from the Pcell or Scell as an indicator of the cell’s state. If the DCI message is transmitted from the Pcell, then UE-specific DCI message should be used. The reason that UE-specific DCI message is used comes from two-folds: 1) UE may be configured with multiple Scells that are capable of on/off operation, the CIF in the UE-specific DCI message could be used to indicate which Scell is to be turned on; and 2) UEs may have different packet arrival distribution, UE-specific DCI message could save the UEs’ power consumption. However, the Pcell’s control region may be corrupted especially when there are many Scells operating on/off under this Pcell. Thus, it is preferred that the DCI message should be transmitted from the Scell operating on/off. Also the transmission occasion of DCI message indicating on state should be configured, the period and offset value should be informed to the UEs. Meanwhile, in order to save the UEs’ decoding effort, the aggregation level of the DCI message could also be informed to the UEs.
Regarding the delay between the indicator and its corresponding first on subframe, our understanding is that reserve the delay is mainly used for CSI reporting. However, the channel condition should be quite flat in small cell scenario, thus the small cell could use the latest CSI reporting based on the measurement, e.g. on the DS or a conservative manner to schedule the UEs. So our preference is that there is no delay between the indicator and the first on subframe, the UEs could expect the scheduling grant in the next subframe when the DCI message indicating Scell’s on state is received.

Another issue is whether the number of consecutive on subframes associated with the indicator should be signaled to the UE. Basically two methods could be used to indicate the number of the consecutive on subframes:
· The number of consecutive on subframes is signaled within the DCI message. In this method, the modification to the existing design of the DCI may be required. This may bring large standard effort and thus is not preferred
· The number of the consecutive on subframes is implicitly indicated by indicator. In this method, when the UEs receive the DCI message indicating the on state of the cell, UE will continuously monitors the transmission. While when the UEs receive the DCI message indicating the off state of the cell, UEs know the cell is to be turned off. 
[image: image1.png]Pcell

Transmission occasion for the DCI message indicating on state

\ ]

Scelll
DCl message indicating off
state
Scell2
Scell3

0 B

Cellic off <tate Cellin on state




Figure 1: illustration of the DCI message

As illustrated in figure 1, the transmission occasion for the DCI message indicating on state is configured to the UEs in advance, so UE will monitor the possible transmission of the indicator in the informed subframes. Once the UE receives the indicator, it knows the cell will be turned on in the next subframe and continuous monitoring the scheduling grant until it receives a DCI message indicating off state. While in the next transmission occasion of the DCI message indicating on state, if the UE don’t receive the DCI message, it knows the cell is still in off state. 
· Option b: reference signals

In this option [3], UE detects the status of the SCell in any subframe by trying to detect the CRS that will be transmitted in any subframe that is on. Thus, the detection of the CRS can be thought of as an implicit signal indicating that the subframe is on. However, this autonomous detection may not be reliable especially in the shared cell ID scenario
· Option c: active time within the DRX procedure

In this option, the DRX is configured to the UEs for the purpose of UEs’ power saving. However, our understanding is the configuration of the DRX is per UE basis rather than per cell basis. If multiple cells are configured to the UEs, the effect of the power saving may be hurt. Meanwhile, it is still not clear how the exiting DRX procedure could meet the requirement of the fast small cell on/off without any enhancement.
Proposal 1:
· It is preferred that DCI message indicating Scell’s on/off state should be transmitted from the Scell operating on/off
· The transmission occasion of DCI message indicating on state should be informed to the UEs
· The aggregation level of the DCI message indicating Scell’s on state could be fixed and informed to the UEs to save the UEs’ decoding effort
· The number of the consecutive on subframes could be implicitly indicated by the DCI message indicating off state

3 Conclusions
In this contribution, we present the discussion on how the Scells’ cell state could be obtained by the UEs for CA case. Based on our analysis, we have the following proposals:
Proposal 1:
· It is preferred that DCI message indicating Scell’s on/off state should be transmitted from the Scell operating on/off
· The transmission occasion of DCI message indicating on state should be informed to the UEs
· The aggregation level of the DCI message indicating Scell’s on state could be fixed and informed to the UEs to save the UEs’ decoding effort
· The number of the consecutive on subframes could be implicitly indicated by the DCI message indicating off state
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