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1
Introduction

A new study item “DCH Enhancements for UMTS” was approved in TSG-RAN#58 [1] and RAN1 is the leadership of this SI. This contribution provides an overview of this SI and proposes a work plan for RAN1 to complete this SI with a target completion date by RAN#61.

2
Summary of Work Item Objective
The study item has the following objectives

· Investigate mechanisms to enhance the efficiency of the dedicated channel, for example

· removal of DL dedicated pilot bits

· introduction of frame early termination schemes on both UL and DL

· optimization of power control mechanism
· optimization of soft handover mechanism to facilitate the early termination schemes.

· Investigate mechanisms to enhance the UE power consumption efficiency and system capacity improvements of the dedicated channel, for example 

· Time division multiplexing of multiple users on a single channelization code 

· DL DCH DRX and UL DCH DTX 

· Interaction of the frame early termination schemes with other power savings enabling features such as CPC in a multi-RAB call

· Identify the specification and implementation impacts affecting UE and UTRAN
The study should analyze performance benefits with regard to existing solutions, e.g. voice over DCH and voice over HSPA. If during the study, possible bottle-necks in voice over HSPA are identified, solutions eliminating such bottle-necks could be considered.

3
Proposed RAN1 Work Plan
3.1
RAN1#72 (28 Jan - 1 Feb 2013)

· Agree on work plan 

· Agree on skeleton technical report
· Identify potential mechanisms to enhance the efficiency of the dedicated channel
· Agree on initial link simulation assumptions and metrics
3.2
RAN1#72-bis (15 - 19 Apr 2013)

· Identify pontential mechanisms to to enhance the UE power consumption efficiency and system capacity improvements of the dedicated channel
· Initial link level results 

· Refined link simulation assumptions
· Agree on initial system simulation assumptions
3.2
RAN1#73 (20 - 24 May 2013)

· Identify the specification and implementation impacts affecting UE and UTRAN
· Refined link level simulation results
· Initial system simulation results

· Initial draft of technical report (presented for information at RAN plenary #60)
3.4
RAN1#74 (19 - 23 Aug 2013)

· Final system simulation results

· Finalize technical report and provide recommendation to RAN in RAN plenary #61
4
Conclusions

It is proposed that RAN1 discusses and agrees the proposed work plan.
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