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1. Introduction

      In RAN1 #59bis meeting, the DM-RS pattern for the supporting of up to rank 8 transmission in normal CP case was agreed as follows. 
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      As shown in the figure, two CDM groups are used as a maximum to multiplex up to 8 layers and the CDM groups are multiplexed in TDM/FDM manner. As hybrid DM-RS structure is employed in LTE-A, it should be further discussed that how to allocate DM-RS ports to layers according to the rank.
In this contribution, therefore, we discuss on the remaining details of the DM-RS port mapping based on the agreed DM-RS pattern.
2. DM-RS port allocation with two CDM groups
Since it is agreed to multiplex up to 4 layers within a CDM group with OCC=4, up to 8 layer multiplexing would be possible if two CDM groups are used. The DM-RS port allocation for the rank 1-4 is already defined as 1st CDM group: {port-7, port-8} and 2nd CDM group: {port-9, port-10}. However, it is still open how to allocate DM-RS port with two CDM groups in the case of the rank 5-8.
Two alternatives have been discussed regarding the DM-RS port allocation with two CDM groups as follows:
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(a) Alternative-1
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(b) Alternative-2
Figure 1. Alternatives of DM-RS port allocation onto two CDM groups
      From the viewpoint of power balancing between two CDM groups, alternative 1 seems to be appropriate with the assumptions that that one-to-one mapping between DM-RS port and layer is employed since the number of layers in each CDM group will be the same in even numbered rank transmission. On the other hand, the alternative 2 may result in power difference between CDM groups even for even numbered rank. Therefore, alternative 1 seems natural to be adopted as DM-RS port allocation for rank 5-8.
3. Layer to DM-RS port mapping
      In LTE-Advanced, 8 orthogonal DM-RS ports are defined to support up to 8 layer spatial multiplexing for the supporting of SU-MIMO. In addition, it is also agreed that two codewords as a maximum can be used for multiplexing up to 8 layers. However, the DM-RS port to layer mapping is still remained as open issue. 
      In the previous section, it is discussed that the alternative-1 DM-RS port allocation is beneficial, thus we discuss on DM-RS port to layer mapping based on the allocation rule shown in the figure 1-(a). So far, it has been proposed that the DM-RS ports need to be separated from layers so that it is allowed to use different DM-RS port for transmitting a specific layer according to the rank in single user MIMO transmission. For instance, antenna port 9 can be used to transmit third layer for rank-4 transmission and it can be also used to transmit second layer for the rank-3 transmission, this mapping rule is called as “intra-CW mapping” since a CDM group is tied with a CW so that a DM-RS port belongs to the first CDM group is only allowed to transmit a layer belongs to the first codeword. On the other hand, it is also proposed that the DM-RS ports are one-to-one mapped onto layers so that a DM-RS port is always used to transmit a layer irrespective of the rank in SU-MIMO transmission, this mapping rule is called as “inter-CW mapping”.
· Inter-CW mapping:

       For this mapping rule, a DM-RS port is simply defined as a layer in SU-MIMO. It can be therefore simply defined that which DM-RS ports are used for the rank-R transmission. Since the codeword to layer mapping table is already defined, the DM-RS resource allocation can simply follow the codeword to layer mapping rule. Therefore, for the SU-MIMO transmission, the layer N can be defined as the DM-RS port N+7 in Rel-10 transmission modes.
· Intra-CW mapping:

      In this mapping rule, DM-RS ports are independently mapped onto layers according to the rank. In this case, a CDM group is tied with a codeword so that a codeword always contains DM-RS ports from a CDM-group. The DM-RS ports mapping with codeword to layer mapping can be defined as shown in the table 1.
Table 1. Intra-CW mapping (layer to DM-RS port mapping)
	Rank
	Codeword
	Layer
	DM-RS port (Port)

	1
	CW-0
	layer-0
	Port -7

	2
	CW-0
	layer-0
	Port -7

	
	CW-1
	layer-1
	Port -8

	3
	CW-0
	layer-0
	Port -7

	
	CW-1
	layer-1, layer-2
	Port -9, Port -10

	4
	CW-0
	layer-0, layer-1
	Port -7, Port -8

	
	CW-1
	layer-2, layer-3
	Port -9, Port -10

	5
	CW-0
	layer-0, layer-1
	Port -7, Port -8

	
	CW-1
	layer-2, layer-3, layer-4
	Port -9, Port -10, Port -12

	6
	CW-0
	layer-0, layer-1, layer-2
	Port -7, Port -8, Port -11

	
	CW-1
	layer-3, layer-4, layer-5
	Port -9, Port -10, Port -12

	7
	CW-0
	layer-0, layer-1, layer-2
	Port -7, Port -8, Port -11

	
	CW-1
	layer-3, layer-4, layer-5, layer-6
	Port -9, Port -10, Port -12, Port -14

	8
	CW-0
	layer-0, layer-1, layer-2, layer-3
	Port -7, Port -8, Port -11, Port -13

	
	CW-1
	layer-4, layer-5, layer-6, layer-7
	Port -9, Port -10, Port -12, Port -14


· Intra-CW mapping vs. Inter-CW mapping:

As discussed above, the main difference between two mapping rules could be whether a CDM group is tied with a CW or not. The benefits of intra-CW mapping are mentioned in [1] that DM-RS overhead can be reduced when single CW retransmission is used and receiver performance can be enhanced assuming MMSE-SIC receiver is employed.

       The DM-RS overhead reduction gain of intra-CW mapping in the single codeword retransmission seems to be compromised with channel estimation performance since 12 REs are shared with more than two layers. The tradeoff between DM-RS overhead and channel estimation performance was studied and it was agreed to employ two CDM groups for rank-3 and rank-4 transmission since one CDM group (i.e., 12REs) is not enough to support coherent demodulation at a UE receiver in rank-3 and rank-4 case. Therefore, the use of a single CDM group for rank-3/4 transmission should be considered as a drawback of intra-CW mapping since its channel estimation performance may result in worse demodulation performance.
      In addition, the performance gain with MMSE-SIC receiver is only attainable if a specific CDM group has higher channel estimation accuracy. However, it has been assumed that all layers will have the same channel estimation accuracy irrespective of the rank as it is used as design guidelines for MIMO transmission and feedback schemes and it will be kept in LTE-Advanced. Keeping this in mind, the gain from intra-CW mapping will be negligible while requiring unnecessary DM-RS to layer mapping definition in the specification.
3. Summary
        In this contribution, we discussed on the DM-RS port allocation for rank 5-8 and DM-RS port to layer mapping. From the discussions, we may conclude as follows:

· The DM-RS port allocation rule 1st CDM group: {port-7, port-8, port-11, port-13} and 2nd CDM group: {port-9, port-10, port-12, port-14} is preferred.

· The intra-CW mapping doesn’t bring noticeable benefits while requires unnecessary specification effort. Therefore, inter-CW mapping is preferred 
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