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1. Introduction and Discussion
Currently, in LTE, certain subframes of a radio frame may be configured for MBSFN operation. In such subframes, cell specific reference signals and downlink control signaling may transmitted in one or two OFDM symbols.  In the remaining symbols of a subframe, PMCH is transmitted as well as specific reference signals for MBSFN operation.

We propose to generalize the definition of MBSFN subframes to a subframe type in which cell specific reference signals and DL control signaling are only transmitted in the first or first two OFDM symbols.   Currently, there is only a single type of such a generalized subframe, namely MBSFN subframes in which PMCH and MBSFN reference signals are transmitted. The other type of such generalized subframe will not contain transmission of PMCH and more specifically not contain MBSFN reference signals. This type of subframe can currently be used for buffer zones between different MBSFN areas and leaves room for future evolution of LTE.

2. Conclusion
We propose to not mandate transmission of MBSFN references signals and PMCH in MBSFN subframes.  
