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1. Introduction
At RAN1#48 we presented CRs [1] and [2] introducing 16QAM for S-CCPCH. In this contribution, we address an issue that might need some further changes of [3] with respect to 16QAM and S-CCPCH.
2. Power offset estimation
To demodulate 16QAM data, the power offset between CPICH and the data channel needs to be estimated. In contrast to HSDPA and 16QAM, DTX is used to fill up the S-CCPCH radio frames. For S-CCPCH with 16QAM, the DTX positions may then be needed to be taken into account in the power estimation procedure to avoid severely biased estimates. Such procedure would however require a UE to first detect the TFCI and then determine the DTX positions in the received data. One alternative could be to signal the power offsets, and another alternative could be to transmit dummy bits at the DTX positions. A third alternative could be to impose some restrictions on the transport channels such that DTX is not needed. For example, this could be achieved by restricting transport channels on 
S-CCPCH using 16QAM to have the same TTI and perform rate matching based on the TFC used in the current TTI.
3. Proposal
We propose to avoid DTX on S-CCPCH using 16QAM, and we would like to have a discussion on the alternatives outlined above. Our preference is the third alternative.
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