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Introduction

At RAN1#38 in Prague, R1-040904 [1] discussed two issues: Timing Maintained hard Handover and Radio Link Synchronization. The decision was to have more discussion till next meeting.

In this contribution, we discuss the need for the 40ms DL DPCCH quality confirmation period in 25.214. We address the Timing maintained hard handover in a separate contribution [2].

Discussion

During the Enhanced uplink study phase a modification of the existing Synchronization procedure A was discussed, where the 40ms DPCCH quality check would be omitted [3]. As the need for the 40ms DL quality check could not be identified, this period adds delay to the radio link setup, and can in our view be removed from Rel6 onwards. There are no backward compatibility issues with the network related to this period, as the network does even today have no knowledge about the time when this first phase of DL synchronisation reporting is finished.

Conclusion

For backwards compatibility reasons, the UE behaviour for Synchronization procedure A should not be changed in existing releases (Rel99 – Rel5).

Our proposal is to modify the first phase in Downlink synchronisation primitives so that the 40ms DL DPCCH quality confirmation is not the criterion for reporting in-sync, i.e. in-sync is immediately reported upon initiation of physical dedicated channel establishment or upon initiation of synchronisation procedure A. 

A corresponding change request for TS 25.214 is attached.
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4.3
DPCCH/DPDCH synchronisation

4.3.1
Synchronisation primitives

4.3.1.1
General

For the dedicated channels, synchronisation primitives are used to indicate the synchronisation status of radio links, both in uplink and downlink. The definition of the primitives is given in the following subclauses.

4.3.1.2
Downlink synchronisation primitives

Layer 1 in the UE shall every radio frame check synchronisation status of the downlink dedicated channels. Synchronisation status is indicated to higher layers using the CPHY-Sync-IND and CPHY-Out-of-Sync-IND primitives.

The criteria for reporting synchronisation status are defined in two different phases.

The first phase starts when higher layers initiate physical dedicated channel establishment (as described in [5]) or whenever the UE initiates synchronisation procedure A (as described in section 4.3.2.1) and lasts for 160 ms. At the start of the first phase, in-sync shall be reported and the downlink dedicated channel is considered established by higher layers (physical channel establishment is defined in [5]). 
· 
The second phase starts 160 ms after the downlink dedicated channel is considered established by higher layers. During this phase both out-of-sync and in-sync are reported as follows.

Out-of-sync shall be reported using the CPHY-Out-of-Sync-IND primitive if any of the following criteria is fulfilled:

-
The UE estimates the DPCCH quality over the previous 160 ms period to be worse than a threshold Qout. Qout is defined implicitly by the relevant tests in [7].

-
The 20 most recently received transport blocks with a non-zero length CRC attached, as observed on all TrCHs using non-zero length CRC, have been received with incorrect CRC. In addition, over the previous 160 ms, all transport blocks with a non-zero length CRC attached have been received with incorrect CRC. In case no TFCI is used this criterion shall not be considered for the TrCH(s) not using guided detection if they do not use a non-zero length CRC in all transport formats. If no transport blocks with a non-zero length CRC attached are received over the previous 160 ms this criterion shall not be assumed to be fulfilled.

In-sync shall be reported using the CPHY-Sync-IND primitive if both of the following criteria are fulfilled:

-
The UE estimates the DPCCH quality over the previous 160 ms period to be better than a threshold Qin. Qin is defined implicitly by the relevant tests in [7].

-
At least one transport block with a non-zero length CRC attached, as observed on all TrCHs using non-zero length CRC, is received in a TTI ending in the current frame with correct CRC. If no transport blocks are received, or no transport block has a non-zero length CRC attached in a TTI ending in the current frame and in addition over the previous 160 ms at least one transport block with a non-zero length CRC attached has been received with a correct CRC, this criterion shall be assumed to be fulfilled. If no transport blocks with a non-zero length CRC attached are received over the previous 160 ms this criterion shall also be assumed to be fulfilled. In case no TFCI is used this criterion shall not be considered for the TrCH(s) not using guided detection if they do not use a non-zero length CRC in all transport formats.
How the primitives are used by higher layers is described in [5]. The above definitions may lead to radio frames where neither the in-sync nor the out-of-sync primitives are reported.

4.3.1.3
Uplink synchronisation primitives

Layer 1 in the Node B shall every radio frame check synchronisation status of all radio link sets. Synchronisation status is indicated to the RL Failure/Restored triggering function using either the CPHY-Sync-IND or CPHY-Out-of‑Sync‑IND primitive. Hence, only one synchronisation status indication shall be given per radio link set.

The exact criteria for indicating in-sync/out-of-sync is not subject to specification, but could e.g. be based on received DPCCH quality or CRC checks. One example would be to have the same criteria as for the downlink synchronisation status primitives.










�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� � HYPERLINK "http://www.3gpp.org/ftp/Information/DocNum_FTP_structure_V3.zip" ��Document numbers� are allocated by the Working Group Secretary.  


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter the specification number in this box. For example, 04.08 or 31.102. Do not prefix the number with anything . i.e. do not use "TS", "GSM" or "3GPP" etc.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter the CR number here. This number is allocated by the 3GPP support team.  It consists of at least three digits, padded with leading zeros if necessary.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter the revision number of the CR here. If it is the first version, use a "-".


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter the version of the specification here. This number is the version of the specification to which the CR will be applied if it is approved. Make sure that the latest version of the specification (of the relevant release) is used when creating the CR. If unsure what the latest version is, go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.3gpp.org/3G_Specs/3G_Specs.htm" ��� � HYPERLINK "http://www.3gpp.org/specs/specs.htm" ��http://www.3gpp.org/specs/specs.htm�.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� For help on how to fill out a field, place the mouse pointer over the special symbol closest to the field in question.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Mark one or more of the boxes with an X.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� SIM / USIM / ISIM applications.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter a concise description of the subject matter of the CR. It should be no longer than one line.  Do not use redundant information such as "Change Request number xxx to 3GPP TS xx.xxx".


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter the source of the CR. This is either (a) one or several companies or, (b) if a (sub)working group has already reviewed and agreed the CR, then list the group as the source.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter the acronym for the work item which is applicable to the change. This field is mandatory for category F, B & C CRs for release 4 and later. A list of work item acronyms can be found in the 3GPP work plan. See � HYPERLINK "http://www.3gpp.org/ftp/information/work_plan/" ��http://www.3gpp.org/ftp/information/work_plan/� .�The list is also included in a MS Excel file included in the zip file containing the CR cover sheet template.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter the date on which the CR was last revised.  Format to be interpretable by English version of MS Windows ® applications, e.g. 19/02/2002.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter a single letter corresponding to the most appropriate category listed below. For more detailed help on interpreting these categories, see the Technical Report � HYPERLINK "http://www.3gpp.org/ftp/Specs/archive/21_series/21.900/" ��21.900� "TSG working methods".


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter a single release code from the list below.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter text which explains why the change is necessary.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter text which describes the most important components of the change. i.e. How the change is made.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter here the consequences if this CR was to be rejected. It is necessary to complete this section only if the CR is of category "F" (i.e. correction).


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter the number of each clause which contains changes.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Tick "yes" box if any other specifications are affected by this change.  Else tick "no".  You MUST fill in one or the other.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� List here the specifications which are affected or the CRs which are linked.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter any other information which may be needed by the group being requested to approve the CR. This could include special conditions for it's approval which are not listed anywhere else above.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� This is an example of pop-up text.





CR page 3

