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Beginning of changes
4.1
Introduction

The objective is to describe the RLC architecture and the RLC entities from a functional point of view.
4.2
RLC architecture

4.2.1
RLC entities

The description in this sub clause is a model and does not specify or restrict implementations.

RRC is generally in control of the RLC configuration. For NB-IoT, RRC configurable parameters are specified in RLC-Config-NB [5].
Functions of the RLC sub layer are performed by RLC entities. For a RLC entity configured at the eNB, there is a peer RLC entity configured at the UE and vice versa. For an RLC entity configured at the transmitting UE for STCH or SBCCH there is a peer RLC entity configured at each receiving UE for STCH or SBCCH.
An RLC entity receives/delivers RLC SDUs from/to upper layer and sends/receives RLC PDUs to/from its peer RLC entity via lower layers. An RLC PDU can either be a RLC data PDU (see sub clause 6.1.1) or a RLC control PDU (see sub clause 6.1.2). If an RLC entity receives RLC SDUs from upper layer, it receives them through a single SAP between RLC and upper layer, and after forming RLC data PDUs from the received RLC SDUs, the RLC entity delivers the RLC data PDUs to lower layer through a single logical channel. If an RLC entity receives RLC data PDUs from lower layer, it receives them through a single logical channel, and after forming RLC SDUs from the received RLC data PDUs, the RLC entity delivers the RLC SDUs to upper layer through a single SAP between RLC and upper layer. If an RLC entity delivers/receives RLC control PDUs to/from lower layer, it delivers/receives them through the same logical channel it delivers/receives the RLC data PDUs through.

An RLC entity can be configured to perform data transfer in one of the following three modes: Transparent Mode (TM), Unacknowledged Mode (UM) or Acknowledged Mode (AM). Consequently, an RLC entity is categorized as a TM RLC entity, an UM RLC entity or an AM RLC entity depending on the mode of data transfer that the RLC entity is configured to provide. For NB-IoT, RLC UM is only supported for SC-MCCH and SC-MTCH.
Next change

5.1.3.2
Receive operations

5.1.3.2.1
General

The receiving side of an AM RLC entity shall maintain a receiving window according to state variables VR(R) and VR(MR) as follows:

-
a SN falls within the receiving window if VR(R) <= SN < VR(MR);

-
a SN falls outside of the receiving window otherwise.

When receiving a RLC data PDU from lower layer, the receiving side of an AM RLC entity shall:

-
either discard the received RLC data PDU or place it in the reception buffer (see sub clause 5.1.3.2.2);

-
if the received RLC data PDU was placed in the reception buffer:

-
update state variables, reassemble and deliver RLC SDUs to upper layer and start/stop t-Reordering as needed (see sub clause 5.1.3.2.3).

When t-Reordering expires, the receiving side of an AM RLC entity shall:

-
update state variables and start t-Reordering as needed (see sub clause 5.1.3.2.4).
For NB-IoT;

-
The receiving side of an RLC entity shall behave such that the timer values of t-Reordering and t-StatusProhibit are 0, if not configured.

End of changes

