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TU Allocation for Rel-15 NR work
Introduction
With an aggressive timeline for NR in Rel-15, pushed by a marked interest from the industry to make use of 3GPP Rel-15 for initial 5G deployments, it is imperative a) that the scope and objectives of the normative NR Phase 1 WID be restricted and final, and b) that sufficient TU be allocated to the normative work in RAN WGs, specifically in RAN1 and RAN2. With 9 to 12 months until Stage 3 functional freeze for common components between SA and NSA, and 15 months to Rel-15 Stage 3 functional freeze for NR and 5GS (including standalone) – time is especially constrained for an amount of work that is truly substantial.
Proposal and conclusion
It is proposed that in both RAN1 and RAN2 more time be dedicated to NR work as follows:
· RAN1: an additional parallel session should be introduced for NR i.e. totaling at least 36TUs per week for NR without increasing the overall number of parallel sessions in RAN1.
· RAN2: 2 full joint CP/UP sessions and 2x full parallel CP/UP sessions should be scheduled i.e. totaling at least 24TUs per week for NR.
· A joint session shall always be scheduled after all parallel sessions are concluded, in order to provide visibility to the entire WG on the progress made in these sessions, to review this progress and eventually reach, when applicable, WG enforcement of the decisions made. 
In order to make the best use of time and resources, topics ought to be scheduled in parallel sessions that can be dealt with assuming different delegations i.e. only orthogonal topics may be scheduled in parallel sessions. To this end it is especially critical that the normative NR Phase 1 WID objectives be defined with RAN WG structuring in mind and with orthogonal topics clearly identified.
The need to further evolve LTE should also be acknowledged – to this end we recommend that strong justification and significant industry interest should be the driving forces behind any new WID proposal. The above proposal for NR reduces the time allocated to LTE – something we consider is inevitable, even if some flexibility could be discussed. 
