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3GPP TSG RAN would like to thank IEEE 802 LMSC for the LS on LAA specification in RP-160729.

3GPP TSG RAN would like to clarify that as per original plan the Rel-13 specification was frozen in RAN#71 (March 2016) with all its features, including LAA. However, as explained at the LAA Workshop in June, corrections are still allowed after the freeze, as always, based on consensus – as a matter of fact, RAN#72 just approved the following corrections for LAA [ADD REFERENCE]. 

The release freeze limits the possibility of agreeing on non-backward compatible changes in terms of ASN.1-- the coding scheme used for the RAN2/RAN3 signalling specs. But as already noted at the workshop, this should not preclude changes to the channel access parameters or procedures being discussed in RAN1, if consensus is found. Such changes can be transparent to the UE, therefore there is no direct impact on the UE behaviour or air-interface signalling.
Finally, 3GPP TSG RAN would like to draw IEEE 802 LMSC attention to:
· The reply LS 3GPP TSG RAN WG1 just sent to IEEE 802 LMSC on the LAA specification review in RP-160735, with agreed changes included in the approved corrections mentioned above.
· 3GPP TSG RAN WG4 progress in the important (and complementary) area of LAA coexistence testing: see RP-160742
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