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• Tier 1 – Incumbents

− Have priority to use the spectrum

• Tier 2- Priority access licensees (PAL)

− Must not cause interference to Tier 1 and protect other PAL users in adjacent areas

• Tier 3- General authorized access (GAA)

− Must not cause interference to Tier 1 and Tier 2, will not receive any protection from other GAA users in this band

• Spectrum Access System (SAS) grants access permission to PAL and GAA users

− PAL users are registered with the SAS and have a license to operate in a dynamically assigned(by SAS) dedicated channel

− GAA users must be registered with the SAS and will be given a temporary authorization by SAS to operate in a channel not used by
Tier 1 and 2

− SAS is an independent entity governed by FCC rules

• No RAN 1/2/3 changes are needed for operating in this band

− Channel assignment and interference management are the responsibility of the SAS

• RAN4 SI is necessary to investigate the band plan

3.5GHz in US – Spectrum licensing/sharing model
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• The study shall evaluate the following possible solutions:

− Use of existing Band 42 and Band 43 definitions combined together to cover the entire 3550 – 3700 MHz portion.

− Use of a new Band definition.

• At the conclusion of this study a single band plan will be selected considering technical impediments.

3.5GHz in US – RAN4 SI Objectives
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For more information, visit us at: 
www.qualcomm.com & www.qualcomm.com/blog 
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