3GPP TSG-RAN Meeting #60
RP-130723
Oranjestad, Aruba, 11 – 14 June, 2013
Agenda item:

12.4.6
Source:
General Dynamics Broadband UK
Title:
On time budget allocations for Proximity Services
Document for:

Discussion
1. Introduction

The work item "Feasibility Study on LTE Device to Device Proximity Services – Radio Aspects" [1] was approved at RAN#58 in December 2012. Since that time there have been two plenary cycles during which RAN study work has been limited to RAN WG1 and has not yet addressed D2D Communication.
In this contribution we discuss current progress in RAN WG1 and SA WG2, the WID timescales and make recommendations regarding the time budget allocations for D2D Proximity Services in the next plenary cycle.

2. Discussion
Since the WID was approved at RAN#58 there have been three RAN WG1 meetings at which D2D Proximity Services have been discussed.  In those meetings good progress has been made studying the following topics: Deployment Scenarios, Channel Models and D2D Discovery.
However, as yet no time has been expended on studying D2D Communications.  The Public Safety user community has on several occasions expressed the view that for their needs D2D Communications is of far greater importance than D2D Discovery, whether within network coverage or outside coverage. The same community have also expressed their need to have the Proximity Services feature standardised within the REL-12 timeframe. There are only two more plenary cycles before a Feasibility Study report must be presented to RAN for information.  So far RAN WG1 have not spent any time addressing the important topic of D2D Communications.  According to the Time Budget Allocations endorsed at RAN#59 [2] it is not planned to allocate any time to D2D Communications in the next plenary cycle.  We believe that the importance and possible complexity of D2D Communications warrants starting the study of D2D Communications at the next RAN WG1 meeting in August of this year.
As mentioned above RAN WG1 have made good progress in their study of the physical layer aspects of D2D Proximity Services.  Likewise, there has been good progress made within SA WG2 in their study of both  the Discovery and Communications aspects of Proximity Services.  Therefore, we recommend that RAN endorse the prospective allocation, made at RAN#59 [2], of time slots to D2D Proximity Services within RAN WG2 at their next meeting in August of this year.

3. Recommendations
Based on the above discussion, we have the following recommendations:
Recommendations:

· Allocate RAN WG1 time budget to D2D Communications at RAN1#74,
· Allocate RAN WG2 time budget to D2D Proximity Services at RAN2#83.
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