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1.  Introduction

In RAN4#66 in Malta, a full set of CRs [1-6] were proposed for a WI  “LTE Advanced inter-band Carrier Aggregation of Band 1 and Band 8” to conclude but not agreed mainly due to a number of concerns on earlier publication of relevant 36/37 series TSs. This paper is prepared to seek for approval or some guidance of RAN-Plenary on the subject matter.
2.  Discussion
While there were a number of “comments” mainly from RAN leaders that they were reluctant to publish Rel-12 standard in its early stage, it seems there have been no official guidance on how to proceed on Rel-12 WIs in case that the WI can complete in early stage of Rel-12 period. The intention became somewhat unclear since the first Rel-12 TR (TR36.932) was approved in Barcelona [7].  Afterward, it seems that the control was only intended for RAN4 WI/SIs. 
On the other hand, RAN4 has “spectrum-related” work items for which a certain priority has been granted in RAN-Plenary so far. Taking the spirit behind the priority into account, SOFTBANK MOBILE submitted Rel-12 1+8 CA CRs in RAN4 in Malta. As a result, these were not agreed, but technically endorsed. The author’s impression was that the main reason for disagreement is reluctance of Rel-12 TS published at this time but this is a subject RAN-Plenary should handle, not RAN-WG. Thus, we bring these technically endorsed CRs to seek for approval in this RAN-P meeting.

Proposal 1. : We would like to seek for approval of the relevant CRs which were technically endorsed in RAN4.
In addition, it should be noted that the first batch of Rel-12 spectrum-related WIs, mainly inter-band CAs but including Brazilian 450MHz/ US WCS, have common target completion date of RAN#60 (June, 2013). The spectrum-related WIs with the completion date at the writing of this paper are summarized in the table below. It seems difficult that all the owners of the WIs agree to postpone beyond June, taking the nature of WIs into consideration.
	Work Item
	Rapporteur

	Inter-band CA 2+4
	T-Mobile USA

	Inter-band CA 1+8
	SOFTBANK MOBILE

	Inter-band CA 3+19
	NTTdocomo

	Inter-band CA 3+26
	KT

	Inter-band CA 3+28
	eAccess

	Inter-band CA 23+29
	Dish Network

	Inter-band CA 3+5 (2 UL)
	SK Telecom

	Intra-band CA 1 (Core: March, Perf: June)
	KDDI

	Intra-band NC CA 3 
	ST Telecom

	LTE 450MHz in Brazil
	Huawei

	LTE in the US Wireless Communications Service(WCS)
	AT&T


Table 1. Spectrum- related Rel-12 WIs targeting June, 2013
The author also has a concern that, if RAN4 Rel-12 CRs are expected to be postponed for some time, there would be similar discussion on RAN4 again. It is apparent that RAN-WG is not the right place to discuss whether the CR for a WI should be judged from the standpoint of project management. Thus,
Proposal 2 : RAN-Plenary should indicate a guidance to RAN4 on the completion date of spectrum-related items, in case of RAN4 Rel-12 CRs to be postponed for some time.
3.  Conclusion
This paper asks for the approval of technically endorsed CRs for CA 1+8 and seeks for some guidance on the handling of Rel-12 spectrum-related WIs in RAN4 if so required.
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