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1. Overall Description:

TSG RAN WG4 would like to thank TSG GERAN WG1 for the endorsement of CRs to TS 37.104 in the reply LS GP-121391 to facilitate the close of MB-MSR WI core part in RAN #58.

2. Requests from TSG GERAN WG1
As feedback on the issues raised by TSG GERAN WG1, TSG RAN4 would like to provide the following:

(a) Resolving the ambiguity concerning the reference in subclause 6.6.2

For the ambiguous statement in sub-clause 6.6.2 in TS 37.104 identified by TSG GERAN WG1, i.e., “In case of BS capable of multi-band operation in different band categories the requirements in sub-clause 6.6.2.3 do not apply”, the understanding of TSG RAN WG4 is that the statement is redundant and can be removed. How the requirements shall apply in case of multiband operation is explained in clause 4.8 of TS 37.104 and does not have to be stated here. For this reason, TSG RAN WG4 proposes to delete the sentence.
(b) Clarification of how the GERAN specifications apply when only GSM/EDGE is operating in one band combined with other RATs in the other bands
TSG RAN WG4 has previously agreed and documented the following text in clause 4.8 of TS 37.104:

“In the case of MB-MSR BS, single-RAT operation means the same RAT is configured in all supported operating bands.”
The present interpretation is that for a multi-band BS where only GSM/EDGE is operating in one band, combined with other RAT(s) operating in the other band(s), this would not be considered as “single-RAT operation” in the GSM/EDGE band. The implication is that MSR requirements for a BS capable of multi-band operation shall apply in this case also for the GSM/EDGE carriers and the referenced MCBTS requirements in subclause 6.6.2.3 would not apply. 
This interpretation should be confirmed by TSG GERAN WG1.
(c) Mapping of bands on different antenna ports (multi-band operation)
Another case that TSG RAN WG4 is considering is a multi-band BS where the bands are mapped on separate antenna ports. For the case where only GSM/EDGE is operating in one band on one port, combined with other RAT(s) operating in the other band(s) on other port(s), TSG RAN WG4 would like to ask TSG GERAN WG1 for how this should be interpreted in relation to single-RAT GSM/EDGE operation on the first port, and the applicability of the referenced MCBTS requirements. 

Should the interpretation be the same for this case with separate antenna ports as for the case in (b) above, where the bands are mapped on the same antenna port?

(d) Mapping of bands on different antenna ports (single-band operation)
Related to point (c), a multi-band BS where the bands are mapped on separate antenna ports can also operate in single-band mode if the other port is not active. In case of GSM/EDGE only operation in one band on one port, with the other port inactive, TSG RAN WG4 would like to ask TSG GERAN WG1 for how this should be interpreted in relation to single-RAT GSM/EDGE operation on the first port, and the applicability of the referenced MCBTS requirements. 

Should the interpretation be that this is always considered as single-RAT operation, regardless of the RAT capability of the inactive port?

3. Actions:

To GERAN WG1 group:
ACTION:  RAN4 asks GERAN1 to review and confirm the interpretation under point (b) and provide the GERAN view on points (c) and (d) above.
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