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1.  Introduction
In RAN#52, the study item for the UMTS/LTE in 900MHz band was approved [1] and sufficient outcomes have been obtained by the previous RAN4 meeting [2]. To reflect the study results for Japan to Technical Specifications, SOFTBANK MOBILE would like to propose a new WI, “Introduction of LTE Band 8 to Japan”.
2.  Overview
The main task is to reflect regulatory requirements and SI outcomes to the requirements to the relevant LTE TSs. At present, it is expected that modifications will be done for “core” part only and thus a single WI sheet is prepared.
During the WI, we assume to reuse the same TR for SI (TS37.804) to capture the result of the WI.

It is expected that this WI does not take long, most likely one plenary cycle. Relevant to that, there were some comments in RAN4 that there might be no need for a new WI. We would like to have RAN-plenary’s decision on whether or not a WI should be initiated.
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Justification *

In Japan, “Action plan for frequency reorganization toward realizing Wireless Broadband” was discussed in the Working Group (WG) under the ICT Policy Task Force for a Global Era of the Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications (MIC). The WG concluded that 900 - 905 MHz for UL and 945 - 950 MHz for DL will be allocated in 2011, and 10 MHz bandwidths will be added to the UL and DL from 2012 if all progress smoothly. Eventually 900 - 915 MHz for UL and 945 - 960 MHz for DL will be allocated by 2015. Taking this plan into account, the Telecommunications Council under the MIC studied technical conditions in the 900 MHz band, and the final report was issued in May, 2011. In February 2012, all the 15MHz was awarded to SOFTBANK MOBILE.
While the allocated spectrum can be accommodated as a part of Band 8, there are co-existence issues with Band 18/19 in Japan. To decide the way forward, i.e. to reuse Band 8 or define a new band, SI has been conducted and it was concluded that Band 8 can be reused with some operational restrictions to satisfy domestic regulations. Note that this WI is intended to support up to 10MHz and 15MHz extension will be done with LTE-A CA to be proposed later.
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The objectives of the WI are:
· To reflect the study results such as resource allocation limitations to relevant technical specifications to LTE Band 8 specifications (up to 10MHz BW),
· To refine/revisit the study results (when necessary).
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	TS36.101
	
	Evolved Universal Terrestrial Radio Access (E-UTRA); User Equipment (UE) radio transmission and reception
	RAN#64
	

	TS36.104
	
	Evolved Universal Terrestrial Radio Access (E-UTRA); Base Station (BS) radio transmission and reception
	RAN#64
	

	TS36.141
	
	Evolved Universal Terrestrial Radio Access (E-UTRA); Base Station (BS) conformance testing
	RAN#64
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	Study on UMTS/LTE in 900 MHz band and coexistence with 850 MHz band
	RAN#64
	It is assumed to reuse SI TR to capture progress and the final outcomes.
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