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1. Overall Description:

During RAN4#62 and RAN4#62bis, RAN4 discussed the support of bandwidth combinations for CA and the applicability of the requirements for these combinations in 36.101. The present version of 36.101 allows  all bandwidth combinations for the agreed supported bandwidths for CA. In RAN4, it was identified that there are some operator deployment scenarios that could benefit from the ability to specify fewer bandwidth combinations in a first phase and the addition of more combinations in a later phase.  
Limiting the number of channel bandwidth combinations when several operators share the same band combination was not seen as a likely scenario. UE categories as defined in TS 36.306 give an existing tool to address some of the concerns for too many channel bandwidth combinations but no consensus on this was reached. .
Therefore, it was agreed in RAN4 that a procedure could be established giving RAN plenary control over the process to define bandwidth combination subsets for a band combination, taking into account all of the above points.  
The procedure is as follows
1. If an existing (work item already completed) band combination needs a bandwidth combination subset, a new work item is needed in order to state the actual bandwidth combination subset that needs to be defined.
2. If a current (work item approved) band combination needs a bandwidth combination subset, the work item description is to be revised in order to state the actual bandwidth combination subset that needs to be defined.

3. If a current (work item approved) band combination needs no bandwidth combination subset, then no action is required.
4. If a new (work item not yet approved) band combination needs a bandwidth combination subset, the actual bandwidth combination subset that needs to be defined should be stated in the work item description.

In the case where more than one set of bandwidth combinations for a band combination are agreed to be defined by TSG RAN, then RAN4 feels that in order to allow the network to know which set of bandwidth combinations is supported in the UE, a signalling mechanism needs to be created in RAN2 to allow the agreed bandwidth combination subsets to be signalled from UE to network. Such a mechanism would need to be forward-compatible to support signalling of subsets or supersets that are defined in the future.  

RAN4 will specify the set of CA bandwidth combinations in accordance with the work item description where an index is assigned for each bandwidth combination set.  RAN2 may take reference to this index in creating a signalling mechanism.
2. Actions:

To RAN2
ACTION: RAN4 kindly asks RAN2 to create a mechanism to allow the eNode B to know what set of bandwidth combinations are supported by the UE for a given band combination 
.
To RAN
ACTION: RAN4 kindly asks RAN to take into consideration the proposed procedure to define bandwidth combination subsets.
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