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E.212, the ITU-T Recommendation defines the format of IMSIs as follows:


[image: image2.wmf]IMSI      International Mobile Subscriber Identity

MCC     Mobile Country Code

MNC     Mobile Network Code

MSIN    Mobile Subscriber Identification Number


The length of the Mobile Network Code (MNC) is currently “two to three digits”. 

At the March meeting of Study Group 2, ITU-T Member States expressed concerns over the increasing demand for MNCs under their respective MCCs as new services requiring MNCs emerge. This new demand may result in the exhaustion of all spare values under some geographic MCCs. 
Since, the Recommendation currently allows MNCs to be 2 or 3 digits, one of the scenarios to address this potential exhaustion is that Administrations/NRAs would assign (from a date yet to be determined) only 3 digit MNCs to extend the identification plan capacity. It would be applicable to existing MCCs but only to new MNC assignments within the MCC. In other words a) currently assigned MNCs would not be affected and b) from that date, some MCC with newly assigned MNCs would have MNCs of both 2 and 3 digits.

In light of past discussions on such a scenario, SG2 would appreciate your feedback on the impact, including but not limited to:

· Whether the use of 3-digit MNC has an impact on existing specifications of 2G/3G/4G mobile networks under your purview

· Whether there is a particular issue in having nationally 2 and 3 digit MNCs coexisting under the same MCC (core network, billing and customer care systems, roaming, operational aspects etc.)

· Whether roaming of an 3-digit based subscriber on a 2 digit network is problematic and in what way

The TSB is planning to publish a circular regarding this matter.  When it is available, we will send it to you.
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