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Introduction

During RAN#52 in Bratislava, the leadership made the decision to initiate a new process for moving work forward within RAN.  TruePosition appreciates the need to relieve some of the workload on the WGs.  However, we continue to have concerns about the nature of this process, and whether this proposed prioritization method falls within the bounds of the 3GPP procedures, given the lack of clarity on how the steps in the process fit together, the weighting given to the different pieces of input, and the lack of a plan that commits to finishing work items already approved at previous plenary sessions.  

One element of the process is clear, however.  Article 3 of the 3GPP Working Procedures would apply to exempt work items of a regulatory nature.  When this prioritization process was introduced in RAN#52, it was immediately announced that the spectrum band and band combination issues would be separated from this new process for this reason.  When TruePosition then asked for this same separation for NBPS in LTE, because it is also clearly designed to address regulatory requirements (specifically, E9-1-1 regulations of the Federal Communications Commission in the United States), the RAN1 chair said that the chairs would think further about this aspect, but no modifications were made to the process to address this issue in the final version of the document distributed in Brastislava, and no explanation was given as to why NBPS was treated differently than other items of a regulatory nature.  

NBPS for LTE should be excluded from this process.  The 3GPP procedures specifically protect the regions involved in this partnership by ensuring that options are included in the specifications to cover regional regulatory requirements.  It was determined in RAN#50 in Istanbul that NBPS should carry forward and be supported in the 3GPP specifications for LTE.  This decision was based on both the simulation results submitted to RAN#50 by RAN1, which demonstrated the ability of U-TDOA to meet the U.S. FCC requirements for E9-1-1 even in challenging urban environments, as well as a discussion of the proven benefits of network-based positioning technologies. 

Finally, the purpose of the prioritization process is to relieve some of the workload on the RAN WGs.  Although there is nothing in Article 3 of the 3GPP Working Procedures that call for consideration of workload, it is notable that NBPS is narrow in scope and a small feature, having very limited effects on the specifications, and is now 70% complete.  Retaining this WI on the WG agendas will not impact the workload. 

Recommendations and Requests
We request a decision on TruePosition’s request for a regulatory exemption for NBPS in LTE from the prioritization process.  

We recommend that the work to support NBPS for LTE be kept outside the prioritization process, continuing to completion as scheduled.

