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The SI “RAN Improvements for Machine-Type Communications” was put on hold at RAN#49, when the WI “RAN mechanisms to avoid CN overload due to Machine-Type Communications” was approved. 

Now that the WI “RAN mechanisms to avoid CN overload due to Machine-Type Communications” is coming to an end (it is expected to be completed at this RAN#51plenary meeting) we believe that the 

MTC SI should be restored, to continue the investigation of further enhancements for MTC. In addition, the completion date should be extended to either June of even September 2011.

Furthermore, we believe we should make and attempt to focus the scope of the SI, trying to align to the feature prioritization decided by SA1 in their last meeting, at least for the aspects that might have an impact on RAN specifications. So, besides ‘RAN overload control’, we believe we could explicitly include in the investigation two high priority requirements identified by SA1, that have an impact on RAN:

· ‘MTC feature Small Data Transmissions’

· ‘Efficiently maintain connectivity for a large number of MTC Devices’

Finally, we are a bit concerned with the fact that the current SI is common for UMTS and LTE. 

When concentrating the investigation on the detailed radio aspects (after we addressed some common higher layer aspects in the WI “RAN mechanisms to avoid CN overload due to Machine-Type Communications” in Rel-10) we expect that the issues/problems and their corresponding solutions could be quite different for UMTS and for LTE, e.g. for RAN overload control and for RACH optimization. One extreme solution could be to split the existing SI into two separate Study Items, one for UMTS and one for LTE. But without going that far, one possible alternative is that we officially keep one MTC SI but, when applicable, we split the discussion during the WG meetings into two parts, one for UMTS (to be handled in the corresponding session) and one for LTE (to be handled in the parallel session). In our understanding this would allow to focus the discussion on the specific improvements needed by the different technologies. 

Regarding the approval of a new WI on ‘RAN Overload Control for MTC’ at this plenary, we believe this could be a bit premature, especially if we take into account the considerations above on the possibly different requirements/solutions for UMTS and LTE.

