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Abstract: it is proposed that TSG-RAN approve the CR in [2] on the introduction of the New Test Loop Mode 4, further to the incoming RAN2 LS in [1], and not approve the CR in [3].

1. Introduction

The last RAN2 meeting (#73 February Taipei) has sent an LS to RAN cc RAN5 in [1] about the introduction of a New Test Loop Mode 4 proposed by RAN5, which states the following:

“About the Rel-8 version, companies in RAN2 could not reach a consensus to conditionally mandate the support of the new “UE test loop mode 4” for Rel-8 UEs. Specifically, it has been observed that Rel-8 UEs also supporting LTE and 2G and/or 3G have to support the network initiated secondary PDP context procedure as per TS 24.301 s6.5.1.2 and hence the proposed new test loop mode procedure. Hence the need to provide to RAN plenary a proposal in which the implementation of the aforementioned procedure is conditional mandatory and a counterproposal in which the implementation of the aforementioned procedure is optional for a Rel-8 UE.

Therefore, RAN2 technically endorsed two alternative versions for the Rel-8 CR  […]”
However, the RAN2 LS does not mention the reasoning behind the two proposals to RAN.

This contribution lists such (technical and operational) reasoning, to give inputs for RAN discussion.

2. Discussion

Rel-8 equipment is well into commercial deployment, and any mandatory Rel-8 CRs at this very late stage may lead to a possible delay and a severe impact on the market introduction of UEs. Many Operators already started to deploy Rel-8 terminals in commercial networks. 

Many UE manufacturers have already developed the support of secondary PDP context & TFT associated functions, including internal means to test these functionalities. 

GCF does not appear to have the means to validate these functions using applications, hence the proposal from RAN5 to add the new test loop mode (which consists in looping back the IP packets received from the network in the UE).

However Operators and/or manufacturers can already test secondary PDP context and TFT associated functions using applications:

· in manufacturers/Operators tests labs using test equipment

· in NVIOT(Network Vendor IOT) and/or NOIOT (Network Operator IOT).

In addition, the function may not allow to cover all configurations required by a given operator to launch its intended IMS based services (e.g. SRVCC, VoLTE,..) or other non IMS based services like VoIP. Therefore the sourcing companies consider that this new late functionality would have no added value, with the drawback of adding new mandatory requirements for Rel8 terminals. 

To conclude, the sourcing companies are of the view that this new required development is not for essential FASMO (Frequent And Severe MisOperation) correction for the deeply frozen Rel-8. 

3. Conclusion

We propose the New Test Loop function is made optional for Rel-8 terminals and that TSG-RAN accordingly approves R2-111402 in [2] and not approves the CR in [3]. 
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