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1
Introduction
In the references [1] – [3] it is proposed to introduce so called blank subframes for LTE-Advanced purposes. 
Originally the reason provided in RAN1 for changing the MBSFN subframe structure in REL8 was making release 8 UEs forward compatible with LTE-Advanced relays concepts. It was shown in the RAN1 contributions [4] - [7] that the current MBSFN subframe structure especially combined with more flexible MBSFN subframe allocation agreed in RAN2 in [8] would be sufficient for making LTE REL8 forward compatible with LTE-Advanced Relays.
The RAN1 technically endorsed CR (Cat. C) to 36.211 indicates that the reason for change is “Seamless forward compatibility of features beyond Rel-8 by Rel-8 UEs” and the consequences if not approved is “Inefficient support of some LTE-A features in conjunction with support of Rel-8 UEs” meaning that even from the LTE-Advanced perspective the proposed change is not essential The references [9] – [12] analyse negative implications of the blank subframe proposal on LTE REL8 implementations, timelines and performance. The conclusions of these documents indicate further delays in the LTE REL8 completions and products and performance degradations of LTE REL8.
2
Proposal
Considering the negative implications identified in the reference [9] - [12] and that the REL8 blank subframe proposal [1]-[3] is not even needed for making LTE REL8 forward compatible with LTE-Advanced including LTE-Advanced Relays we propose that the CRs proposing the introduction of the blank subframes are not approved in RAN#42. 
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