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3
Definitions and abbreviations

3.2
Abbreviations

For the purposes of the present document, the abbreviations given in TR 21.905 [1] and the following apply. An abbreviation defined in the present document takes precedence over the definition of the same abbreviation, if any, in TR 21.905 [1].

AM
Acknowledged Mode

CID
Context Identifier
DRB
Data Radio Bearer carrying user plane data

EPS
Evolved Packet System

E-UTRA
Evolved UMTS Terrestrial Radio Access

E-UTRAN
Evolved UMTS Terrestrial Radio Access Network
eNB
evolved Node B

FMS
First missing PDCP SN
HFN
Hyper Frame Number

IETF
Internet Engineering Task Force

IP
Internet Protocol

L2
Layer 2 (data link layer)

L3
Layer 3 (network layer)

MAC
Message Authentication Code

MBMS
Multimedia Broadcast / Multicast Service

PDCP
Packet Data Convergence Protocol

PDU
Protocol Data Unit

R
Reserved

RB
Radio Bearer

RFC
Request For Comments

RLC
Radio Link Control
ROHC
RObust Header Compression

RRC
Radio Resource Control

RTP
Real Time Protocol

SAP
Service Access Point

SDU
Service Data Unit

SN
Sequence Number
SRB
Signalling Radio Bearer carrying control plane data

TCP
Transmission Control Protocol

UDP
User Datagram Protocol

UE
User Equipment

UM
Unacknowledged Mode

X-MAC
Computed MAC-I

4
General

4.2
PDCP architecture

4.2.2
PDCP entities

The PDCP entities are located in the PDCP sublayer. Several PDCP entities may be defined for a UE. Each PDCP entity carrying user plane data may be configured to use header compression.

Each PDCP entity is carrying the data of one radio bearer. In this version of the specification, only the robust header compression protocol (ROHC), is supported. Every PDCP entity uses at most one ROHC instance.

A PDCP entity is associated either to the control plane or the user plane depending on which radio bearer it is carrying data for.

Figure 4.2.2.1 represents the functional view of the PDCP entity for the PDCP sublayer; it should not restrict implementation. The figure is based on the radio interface protocol architecture defined in [2].
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Figure 4.2.2.1 - PDCP layer, functional view
4.4
Functions

The Packet Data Convergence Protocol supports the following functions:

-
header compression and decompression of IP data flows using the ROHC protocol, at the transmitting and receiving entity, respectively;

-
transfer of data (user plane or control plane). This function is used for conveyance of data between users of PDCP services;

-
maintenance of PDCP SNs for radio bearers mapped on RLC AM;

-
in-sequence delivery of upper layer PDUs at handover;

-
duplicate elimination of lower layer SDUs at handover for radio bearers mapped on RLC AM;

-
ciphering and deciphering of user plane data and control plane data; 

-
integrity protection and integrity verification of control plane data;

-
timer based discard;

-
duplicate discarding.

PDCP uses the services provided by the RLC sublayer.

PDCP is used for SRBs and DRBs mapped on DCCH and DTCH type of logical channels. PDCP is not used for any other type of logical channels.

6
Protocol data units, formats and parameters 

6.1
Protocol data units
6.1.1
PDCP Data PDU

The PDCP Data PDU is used to convey:

-
a PDCP SDUSN; and
-
user plane data containing an uncompressed PDCP SDU; or
-
user plane data containing a compressed PDCP SDU; or

-
control plane data; and

-
a MAC-I field for SRBs only;
6.1.2
PDCP Control PDU

The PDCP Control PDU is used to convey:

-
a PDCP status report indicating which PDCP SDUs are missing and which are not following a handover.

-
header compression control information, e.g. interspersed ROHC feedback. 
6.2
Formats

6.2.2
Control plane PDCP Data PDU SRBs

Figure 6.2.2.1 shows the format of the PDCP Data PDU carrying data for control plane SRBs.
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Figure 6.2.2.1: PDCP Data PDU format for SRBs
6.2.3
User plane PDCP Data PDU with long PDCP SN (12 bits)

Figure 6.2.3.1 shows the format of the PDCP Data PDU when a 12 bit SN length is used. This format is applicable for PDCP Data PDUs carrying data from DRBs mapped on RLC AM or RLC UM.
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Figure 6.2.3.1: PDCP Data PDU format for DRBs using a 12 bit SN 

6.2.4
User plane PDCP Data PDU with short PDCP SN (7 bits)

Figure 6.2.4.1 shows the format of the PDCP Data PDU when a 7 bit SN length is used. This format is applicable for PDCP Data PDUs carrying data from DRBs mapped on RLC UM.
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Figure 6.2.4.1: PDCP Data PDU format for DRBs using 7 bit SN
6.2.6
PDCP Control PDU for PDCP status report 

Figure 6.2.6.1 shows the format of the PDCP Control PDU carrying data from the user plane for PDCP status report with a 12 bits SN.
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Figure 6.2.6.1: PDCP Data PDU format for PDCP status report

6.3
Parameters

6.3.2
PDCP SN
Length: 5, 7 or 12 bits as indicated in table 6.3.2.1.

Table 6.3.2.1: PDCP SN length

	Length
	Description

	5
	SRBs

	7
	DRBs, if configured by upper layers 

	12
	DRBs, if configured by upper layers


6.3.5
COUNT

Length: 32 bits
For ciphering and integrity a COUNT value is maintained. The COUNT value is composed of a HFN and the PDCP SN. The length of the PDCP SN is configured by upper layers. 
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Figure 6.3.5.1: Format of COUNT
The size of the HFN part in bits is equal to 32 minus the length of the PDCP SN.
6.3.7
D/C

Length: 1 bit

Table 6.3.7.1: D/C field

	Bit
	Description

	0
	Control PDU

	1
	Data PDU


6.3.8
PDU type

Length: 3 bits

Table 6.3.8.1: PDU type

	Bit
	Description

	000
	PDCP status report

	001
	Header Compression Feedback Information

	010-111
	reserved


6.3.9
FMS

Length: 12 bits

PDCP SN of the first missing PDCP SDU.

6.3.10
Bitmap

Length: Variable

The length of the bitmap field can be 0.

The MSB of the first octet of the type "Bitmap" indicates whether or not the PDCP SDU with the SN (FMS + 1) modulo 4096 has been received and, optionally decompressed correctly. The LSB of the first octet of the type "Bitmap" indicates whether or not the PDCP SDU with the SN (FMS + 8) modulo 4096 has been received correctly.

Table 6.3.10.1: Bitmap

	Bit
	Description

	0
	PDCP SDU with PDCP SN = (FMS + bit position) modulo 4096 is missing in the receiver. The bit position of Nth bit in the Bitmap is N, i.e., the bit position of the first bit in the Bitmap is 1.

	1
	PDCP SDU with PDCP SN = (FMS + bit position) modulo 4096 does not need to be retransmitted. The bit position of Nth bit in the Bitmap is N, i.e., the bit position of the first bit in the Bitmap is 1.


The UE fills the bitmap indicating which SDUs are missing (unset bit - ’0’), i.e. whether an SDU has not been received or optionally has been received but has not been decompressed correctly, and which SDUs do not need retransmission (set bit - ’1’), i.e. whether an SDU has been received correctly and may or may not have been decompressed correctly.

7
Variables, constants and timers

7.1
State variables
This sub clause describes the state variables used in PDCP entities in order to specify the PDCP protocol.
All state variables are non-negative integers.
The transmitting side of each PDCP entity shall maintain the following state variables:

a)
Next_PDCP_TX_SN

The variable Next_PDCP_TX_SN indicates the PDCP SN of the next PDCP SDU for a given PDCP entity. At establishment of the PDCP entity, Next_PDCP_TX_SN is set to 0.

b)
TX_HFN

The variable TX_HFN indicates the HFN value for the generation of the COUNT value used for PDCP PDUs for a given PDCP entity. At establishment of the PDCP entity, TX_HFN is set to the value indicated by upper layers.

The receiving side of each PDCP entity shall maintain the following state variables:

c)
Next_PDCP_RX_SN

The variable Next_PDCP_RX_SN indicates the next expected PDCP SN by the receiver for a given PDCP entity. At establishment of the PDCP entity, Next_PDCP_RX_SN is set to 0.

d)
RX_HFN

The variable RX_HFN indicates the HFN value for the generation of the COUNT value used for the received PDCP PDUs for a given PDCP entity. At establishment of the PDCP entity, RX_HFN is set to the value indicated by upper layers.

e) Last_Submitted_PDCP_RX_SN

For PDCP entities mapped on RLC AM the variable Last_Submitted_PDCP_RX_SN indicates the SN of the last PDCP SDU delivered to the upper layers. At establishment of the PDCP entity, Last_Submitted_PDCP_RX_SN is set to 4095.

7.3
Constants

a) Reordering_Window

Indicates the size of the reordering window. The size equals to 2048, i.e. half of the PDCP SN space, for radio bearers that are mapped on RLC AM.

b) Maximum_PDCP_SN is:

-
4095 if the PDCP entity is configured for the use of 12 bit SNs 

-
127 if the PDCP entity is configured for the use of 7 bit SNs

-
31 if the PDCP entity is configured for the use of 5 bit SNs
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