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1. Discussion

One of the open items in HSPA Evolution is the need to support uplink Macro diversity combining (MDC) [ref. RP-060440, slide 26]. Based on the discussions for consensus building, during the RAN plenary #33, the following way forward is proposed:
· There are deployment scenarios which require UL combining for E-DCH. As a consequence, uplink combining needs to be supported by the specifications also in the evolved HSPA. 

· Uplink combining is transparent to the terminal. 

· As a consequence of these conclusions there is no need for any further studies in this area in RAN WG1 regarding UL combining for HSPA Evolution. 

· If any company desired to exclude MDC in the evolved HSPA then RAN WG1 would have to agree on additional evaluation work.

3. Proposal

It is proposed to agree the bulleted list in the Discussion section and to give it as the plenary level guidance to RAN WGs.

Further text proposal is then to be prepared for this aspect for the HSPA evolution technical report.

