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The importance of on-going and future efforts to enhance the capabilities and performances of HSPA-based radio networks is widely recognised, as highlighted by the recent GSM-A Operators
 and 3G Americas
 contributions and a related proposal for a new Study Item in TSG-RAN
. HSPA networks will form an integral part of future 3G systems and must provide a smooth migration path towards LTE.

One of the objectives of the proposed TSG-RAN Study Item is to identify potential solutions to improve HSPA performance towards a set of targets to be agreed upon.

A potential way to enhance HSPA performances is to adopt some of the solutions being discussed for LTE in terms of protocol simplification and architecture rationalization and we would expect this approach to be evaluated in the scope of the proposed RAN Study item.

Some companies believe that by adopting common elements for both LTE and HSPA Evolution, 3GPP will facilitate the migration path from one technology to the other, while continuing to improve the HSPA performances. However some companies think that there are other possible solutions and therefore the discussions in the SAE work should consider all possible solutions that can accomplish the objectives of the contributors referenced in [1], [2] and [3] above. The decision on how to support HSPA Evolution in SAE also depends on the architecture of HSPA Evolution.
In our view, the possibility to use the Evolved HSPA RAN as an SAE access system is fully within the scope of the current SAE Work Item Description
.
However, we understand that some members would prefer that the above statement be confirmed by SA so that SA2 can effectively take into account these aspects of the work.

Conclusion

We request TSG-SA to confirm that the Study Item on System Architecture Evolution should consider HSPA Evolution as one of the access systems and, if felt necessary request SA2 to update the Work Item Description accordingly.
�: See SP-060165: Long Term Evolution and HSDPA Evolution (Cingular et al) (also RP-060137)


�: See SP-060112: Support for Evolution of HSPA (HSDPA+HSUPA) (3G Americas, Cingular et al) (also RP-060135)


�: See SP-060113: Scope of future HSPA Evolution (Proposed SI) (Cingular et al) (also RP-06136)


�  See SP-040928: Work Item Description on 3GPP System Architecture Evolution





