TSG-RAN meeting  #30





         RP-050835
St Julian, Malta, 29th Nov. - 2nd Dec., 2005
Agenda Item:
8.18.3.4

Source: 
IPWireless

Title: 
LTE and UTRA: How to progress them both?
Document for:
Discussion & Decision
1 Introduction
This document discusses LTE (E-UTRA) and UTRA evolution  and makes some recommendations/suggestions on how both should be progressed.
2 Discussion
During 2005, RAN plenary and its working groups have devoted a lot of time and effort on progressing LTE work, which includes the development of a new multiple access scheme and new radio access network architecture. Significantly less time and effort has been devoted to UTRA evolution other than to approve and progress some new WIs and SIs of narrow scope.
Work on UMTS is still ongoing both in terms of corrective CRs, enhancements, new WIs and SIs. Further improvements, for example in terms of increased capacity, support of higher bit rates and reduction in latency, need to be considered.
UTRA TDD (both 3.84 Mcps and 1.28 Mcps) networks are now being deployed in many countries. These serve somewhat different market needs than those served by FDD networks and specific UTRA TDD evolution requirements may need to be considered.
The workload of RAN working groups has been increased with the LTE work and many RAN WG meetings are being largely devoted to LTE. Even more RAN working group meetings appear to be being organised next year in order to progress LTE work. It would appear that the work on LTE is being given priority over the evolution of UTRA, however it is important that the current emphasis that is being applied to the LTE work does not take precedence over the continuing evolution of the existing UTRA modes. 

LTE is an essential and important step towards developing a competitive packet optimised system in the long term. However the importance of UTRA and its evolution must not be overlooked. 
3 Recommendation/suggestions
It proposed that the 3GPP RAN agree/endorse the following:

1. The continued evolution of all UTRA modes shall be supported  

2. UTRA(N) evolution should be given at least equal emphasis (if not higher emphasis) to LTE

a. RAN WG meetings shall normally deal with all approved WIs and SIs with adequate meeting time scheduled to deal with all approved WIs and SIs
b. Prior agreement by RAN shall be given for RAN WG meetings to be designated as LTE only or to be restricted to a specific WIs/SIs and/or other topics

3. The overall schedule of WG meetings and workload shall be reviewed by RAN and appropriate guidance shall be given on the balance between LTE work and the continued evolution of UTRAN

