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1. Overall Description:

The Core Specifications for Release 99 were decided to be “frozen” by the TSG’s a long time ago. 

Should TSG-RAN (and RAN WG5) consider the “freezing” of Release 99 Test Specifications, at some time (and perhaps also of the Rel-4 Test Specs)?

2. Discussion:

The Core Specifications for Release 99 were “frozen” by TSG-SA a long time ago, in the sense that new features, modifications to features, feature extensions, minor editorial changes, etc. were being decided not to be approved. Proposed changes had to be justified in terms of their urgent need compared to the risk of de-stabilizing equipment already deployed in the field. Thus, one could consider Release 99 as in a sort of a “slurpy” or “ice cream” freeze rather than in an “ice cube” freeze (but let’s not debate this too much).

Based on the Release 99 frozen status, therefore, it is an obvious question to ask – 

Should TSG-RAN consider the “freezing” of Release 99 Test Specifications (for TS34.121, TS34.123, TS34.108)? (and perhaps also Release 4)? 

3. Questions to Consider
The following questions are important to consider, from the viewpoint of their impact on each of A, B  -

A. the System Simulator Equipment in the field

B. the UE Equipment in the field

3.1. Should Rel-99 Test Specs (e.g. TS34.121, TS34.123-1, -2, -3, TS34.108) be frozen at some time?

3.2. If the answer to Question 1 is Yes, When should the freeze be effective? How should a freeze date be determined?

3.3. What categories of changes should be generally permitted in the frozen state? 

a. New Features (Test Cases)

b. Extensions to Features (Test Cases)

c. Modifications to Features (Test Cases)

d. Editorial Changes

e. Non-Essential Corrections

f. Essential Corrections

3.4. How should 3.3f be defined?

3.5. This whole discussion raises the question of making changes to the Test Specs (a Test Case) for a later Release without automatically having the change apply, by default, to an earlier release such as Rel-99.

Should TSG-RAN ask RAN WG5 to consider developing a process to allow a later Release change which will  not be in effect for an earlier Release?

3. Proposed Actions
It may be appropriate for TSG-RAN to request RAN WG 5 to consider and discuss the following, and provide a recommendation to TSG-RAN at the December meeting

A1. Consider the freezing of the Test Specifications for Rel-99 and Rel-4, and define what a freeze would mean.

A2. Determine an appropriate freeze date for each TS (e.g.  34.123-1, -2, -3).

A3. Define a process which would allow a later Release change to a Test Specification which will not be in effect, automatically by default, for Release 99 and Release 4

