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General principles

The general principles guiding the definition of UTRAN Architecture as well as the UTRAN interfaces are the following:

-
Logical separation of signalling and data transport networks.

-
UTRAN and CN functions are fully separated from transports functions. Addressing scheme used in UTRAN and CN shall not be tied to the addressing schemes of transport functions. The fact that some UTRAN or CN function resides in the same equipment as some transport functions does not make the transport functions part of the UTRAN or the CN.

-
Macro diversity (FDD only) is fully handled in the UTRAN.

-
Mobility for RRC connection is fully controlled by the UTRAN.

-
When defining the UTRAN interfaces the following principles were followed: The functional division across the interfaces shall have as few options as possible.

· Interfaces should be based on a logical model of the entity controlled through this interface.

· One Physical Network Element can implement multiple Logical Nodes.
Transport Network Control Plane is a functional plane in the interfaces protocol structure that is used for the transport bearer management. The actual signalling protocol that is in use within the Transport Network Control Plane depends on the underlying transport layer technology. The intention is not to specify a new UTRAN specific Application Part for the Transport Network Control Plane but to use signalling protocols standardised in other groups (if needed) for the applied transport layer technology.
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