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EC-GSM: Proposal to rename EC-EGPRS Technology
Introduction
[bookmark: _GoBack]At GERAN#67 a new work item called Extended Coverage GSM (i.e. EC-GSM) for support of Cellular Internet of Things was approved, see [1]. The feasibility of EC-GSM was investigated in the “CIoT” study item [2] and the results are captured in 3GPP TR 45.820 [3].

Discussion
3GPP GERAN agreed to specify a technology that is explicitly designed to leverage/evolve the GSM network and to use as much as possible the existing hardware to deliver solutions for Extended Coverage, Ultra Low Complexity and Low Throughput Internet of Things.

EC-EGPRS was previously known under the name EC-GSM. Both of those names reflect the fact that the technology is based on the existing GSM standard and infrastructure. However, even if it leverages the 2G infrastructure, EC-EGPRS is a new technology as such that departs from the legacy GSM/GPRS services/usages and that rather targets new specific IoT market needs (as expressed in TR45.820) [3]. It can further be noted that the EC-GSM/EC-EGPRS has been introduced with no backwards compatibility requirement from the device side. i.e. an EC supporting MS is not required to support neither legacy PS services nor CS services provided by the GSM RAN.

Therefore, for a matter of clarity and relevance, the sourcing companies consider that both the EC-eGPRS technology but also the cellular IoT ecosystem will take benefit from renaming this technology in a way that better reflect this disruption and shows the targeted market. 

This is the reason why the sourcing company would like to propose EC-IoT (Extended Coverage-IoT) as a new name for EC-EGPRS.

Apart from being a suitable name for the technology being developed, EC-IoT also fits well from a specification point of view where for example the convention of EC-channels can remain with the name change, and other simple modifications can be applied, such as “EC-EGPRS TBF” to “EC TBF” for example.


Conclusion
The sourcing companies believe that the EC-EGPRS technology will largely benefit from being renamed to EC-IoT as this name better reflects the new kind of usages allowed by the technology. 
Consequently, the sourcing companies propose 3GPP GERAN to change the name “EC-EGPRS” into “EC-IoT” in the 3GPP specifications. Since the proposal only includes a name change, and not any technical modifications to the feature, necessary changes to submitted CRs to GERAN#69, and previously approved CRs can be provided during the GERAN#69 meeting week.
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