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Foreword

This Technical Report has been produced by the 3rd Generation Partnership Project (3GPP).

The contents of the present document are subject to continuing work within the TSG and may change following formal TSG approval. Should the TSG modify the contents of the present document, it will be re-released by the TSG with an identifying change of release date and an increase in version number as follows:

Version x.y.z

where:

x
the first digit:

1
presented to TSG for information;

2
presented to TSG for approval;

3
or greater indicates TSG approved document under change control.

y
the second digit is incremented for all changes of substance, i.e. technical enhancements, corrections, updates, etc.

z
the third digit is incremented when editorial only changes have been incorporated in the document.

Introduction

Machine to Machine (M2M) communication represents a significant growth opportunity for the 3GPP ecosystem. To support the so called ‘Internet of Things’ (IoT), 3GPP operators have to address usage scenarios with devices that are power efficient (with battery life of several years), can be reached in challenging coverage conditions e.g. indoor and basements and, more importantly, are cheap enough so that they can be deployed on a mass scale and even be disposable. 

The study on which this technical report is based has considered both the possibility of evolving the current GERAN system and the design of a new access system to meet the requirements for a Cellular IoT system for the lower data rate end of the M2M market. 

Techniques captured in this report have been developed based on the assumption that Cellular IoT devices require very low throughput, do not have stringent delay requirements like those required for real time services, do not need to support circuit switched services, do not need to support Inter-RAT mobility and will perform intra-RAT mobility by cell reselection. 

1
Scope

The present document contains the outcomes of the 3GPP study item on, ‘Cellular System Support for Ultra Low Complexity and Low Throughput Internet of Things’. 

The following are covered by the study:
· Objectives of the study
· Summary of  physical layer aspects and higher layer aspects for different candidate techniques proposed during the study to fulfil the objectives 

· Common assumptions used in the evaluation of candidate techniques
· Evaluation of network architecture aspects
· Link level and system level performance evaluations based on the objectives
2
References

The following documents contain provisions which, through reference in this text, constitute provisions of the present document.

-
References are either specific (identified by date of publication, edition number, version number, etc.) or non‑specific.

-
For a specific reference, subsequent revisions do not apply.

-
For a non-specific reference, the latest version applies. In the case of a reference to a 3GPP document (including a GSM document), a non-specific reference implicitly refers to the latest version of that document in the same Release as the present document.

[1]
3GPP TR 21.905: "Vocabulary for 3GPP Specifications".

[2]
3GPP TR 36.888: "Study on provision of  low cost Machine-Type Communications (MTC) user Equipment (UEs) based on LTE"
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3
Definitions, symbols and abbreviations
Delete from the above heading those words which are not applicable.

Clause numbering depends on applicability and should be renumbered accordingly.

3.1
Definitions

For the purposes of the present document, the terms and definitions given in TR 21.905 [1] and the following apply. 
A term defined in the present document takes precedence over the definition of the same term, if any, in TR 21.905 [1].

Definition format (Normal)

<defined term>: <definition>.

example: text used to clarify abstract rules by applying them literally.

3.2
Symbols

For the purposes of the present document, the following symbols apply:

Symbol format (EW)

<symbol>
<Explanation>

3.3
Abbreviations

For the purposes of the present document, the abbreviations given in TR 21.905 [1] and the following apply. 
An abbreviation defined in the present document takes precedence over the definition of the same abbreviation, if any, in TR 21.905 [1].

IoT
Internet of Things

MTC



Machine Type Communications


SAP



Service Access Point

SNDCP


Subnetwork Dependent Convergence Protocol

4
Objectives

4.1
Performance objectives
4.1.1
Improved indoor coverage

A number of applications require deployment of Machine Type Communication (MTC) devices indoor, e.g. in an apartment basement, or on indoor equipment that may be close to the ground floor etc. This effectively means that indoor coverage should be readily available and reliable. It should be possible to achieve an extended coverage of 20 dB compared to commercially available legacy GPRS (Non EGPRS) devices.  The extended coverage should allow delivery of a data rate of at least 160 bps on both the uplink and downlink at the (equivalent of) the Service Access Point (SAP) to the equivalent SubNetwork Dependent Convergence Protocol (SNDCP) layer.
Note: The implications of supporting software upgrades for MTC devices at 160 bps should be investigated.
4.1.2 
Support of massive number of low throughput devices
A system that can support a large number of devices, each generating a small amount of data is required. The support of MTC traffic should be possible either in existing GSM deployments or using small chunk(s) of licensed spectrum which may be available to operators by (re)using GSM carriers or using small parts of licensed spectrum coming from wideband systems like LTE (typically a substantially reduced number of 200 kHz RF channels compared to legacy GSM).

At cell level, it is expected that each household in a cell may have up to 40 MTC devices and the household density per cell is according to the assumptions in Annex A of TR 36.888 [2]. This means an MTC device density per cell of the order of 50000 (see Annex A) should be readily supported. 
4.1.3 
Reduced complexity

M2M applications require devices that are very cheap (so that they can be deployed on a mass scale or in a disposable manner). The study should take into consideration that MTC devices have very limited throughput requirement and may not need to support circuit switched services to develop techniques that can significantly reduce complexity and hence cost. 

4.1.4 
Improved power efficiency

The power consumption of MTC devices compared with legacy GPRS (non EGPRS) should be reduced so that they can have up to ten years battery life with battery capacity of 5 Wh (Watt-hours), even in locations with adverse coverage conditions, where up to 20 dB extension might be needed. The traffic model for battery life estimation is given in Annex A. 
4.2
Compatibility objectives
4.2.1.1 Co-existence 

The Cellular IoT system should avoid negative impacts to legacy GSM/WCDMA/LTE system(s) deployed in the same frequency band and adhere to the regulatory requirements which apply to the spectrum bands in which the system operates.
4.2.2
Impact to legacy services

Legacy services should not be impacted by the support of Cellular IoT. 
4.2.3
Implementation impact to base stations

Impacts to the GPRS/EDGE base station hardware should be minimised. 
4.2.4
Implementation impact to mobile station

Mobile stations for Cellular IoT need not be compatible with legacy GPRS networks.
//unrelated sections are omitted
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