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1. Overall Description:

RAN2 would like to inform RAN4 that it has agreed, as requested, to extend the value range of both the band number and the EARFCN by increasing the number space with a factor of 4 (i.e. from 64 to 256 and from 65535 to 262143 respectively. RAN2 agreed to extend the ranges beyond the RAN4 request in order to avoid further extensions in the future, as the extension was rather cumbersome.
In order to facilitate early support of the extended values, RAN2 aimed to introduce the extended value ranges from REL-8. For LTE it however turned out to be difficult to introduce the corresponding changes for the UE capability signalling from REL-8. Hence, for LTE RAN2 ultimately decided to introduce the extended ranges from REL-9. For UMTS the signalling for the extended value ranges is supported from REL-11 onwards, but can be implemented by UEs from REL-8 in a release independent manner, as defined in 25.307.
RAN2 would also like to point out that in some cases, e.g. system information, a UE not supporting the extended value ranges shall consider the FBI/ EARFCN to be set to a not supported value when the extension is signalled. In these cases, the original field is set to the highest value i.e. value 64 for FBI and value 65535 for EARFCN. These values are hence reserved and can not be used for any future FBI/ EARFCN.
2. Actions:
To RAN4:

RAN2 would like to request RAN4 to take the above information into account in the further work. 
3. Date of Next RAN WG2 Meetings:

3GPP TSG-RAN WG2 Meeting #81-bis

Apr 15- 19, 2013

Chicago, US

3GPP TSG-RAN WG2 Meeting #82

May 20- 24, 2013

Fukuoka, Japan
