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Discussion on Naming of Conformance Requirements in TS 51.021
1. Introduction

During ETSI MSG#29 (27th – 29th March 2012) [1] a discussion was carried out on the scope of conformance requirements both in ETSI MSG and in 3GPP. This discussion is reported to 3GPP GERAN WG1 in the present contribution as agreed during the ETSI MSG#29 meeting. The purpose is to identify a way forward for the issue depicted in section 2.

2. DISCUSSion DURING ETSI MSG#29
The discussion was stimulated by a contribution proposing to add conformance testing for MCBTS for transmitter spurious emissions and intermodulation products in the own RX band to the Harmonised Standard EN 301 502 for GSM BTS, which was agreed. The outcome was a LS sent to 3GPP GERAN WG1 [2] asking the group to shift the corresponding conformance requirements from the complete conformance part to the essential conformance part. It is noted that there is a 1-to-1 relationship between essential conformance requirements in 3GPP GERAN and in the Harmonised Standards for GSM composed by ETSI MSG. 
The ETSI MSG chairman raised during the discussion that it is the characteristic of the Harmonised Standard to include essential conformance requirements. He elaborated that the term essential conformance should only be considered to be used in legally binding Harmonised Standards issued by Standard Development Organizations (SDO’s) and it is under the responsibility of the SDO to specify the set of requirements belonging to the essential conformance. Thus this term should not be used by 3GPP in their specifications. The 3GPP RAN specifications were mentioned as an example, which do not include this term. It was requested that the definition of essential conformance requirements in ETSI MSG be independent of the specification and classification of requirements in 3GPP GERAN and thus to remove/rename the term in 3GPP GERAN specifications. The sourcing company was tasked to report this discussion to the present WG1 meeting.    

3.  WAY FORWARD
Conformance requirements specified by TSG GERAN exist in TS 51.010 for GSM MS, in TS 51.021 for GSM BTS and in TS 51.026 for GSM Repeater. Whilst TS 51.010 and TS 51.026 contain only one level of conformance requirements, specified by the term conformance requirement(s), TS 51.021 specifies two levels of conformance requirements, essential conformance and complete conformance, where the essential conformance requirements together identify a subset of the complete conformance requirements. 

It is also noted that 3GPP RAN conformance test specifications are based on the terms conformance requirement(s) and minimum requirement(s). An example can be found in [3].
Thus it is proposed to rename the level of essential conformance requirements in TS 51.021 from a specific release onwards, e.g. from the next future release Rel-12. A clarification note could be added in frozen and active releases to disclaim the meaning of the term and discriminate its usage from the usage in Harmonised Standards. 

The term essential conformance could be replaced by the term minimum required conformance in TS 51.021.
The sourcing company invites a discussion on this issue at the present WG1 meeting.
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