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1. Overall Description:

RAN5 has been made aware of the GERAN3 need of a method to be used as a data transfer mechanism in GERAN to E-UTRAN test cases where after PS HO data transfer need to be completed in E-UTRAN.

During RAN5#52 a number of discussions took place at the end of which RAN5 concluded the following:
TS 36.509 specifies a test loop mode (ref: UE test loop mode B, clause 5) that is radio technology agnostic. This test loop mode is mandatory for all UEs supporting E-UTRA. This test loop mode is used in the current E_UTRA and UTRA inter-RAT test cases to verify correct data transmission in UTRA (and E-UTRA) in E-UTRA to/from UTRA inter-RAT test case. For the same purpose, the test loop mode can also be used for GERAN to E-UTRA inter-RAT test cases.

An example of the usage of UE test loop mode B can be found in TS 36.523-1  TC 13.4.2.4.

Regarding the usage of the mode, RAN5 would like to stress to GERAN3 that the mode can be activated only when the UE is in E-UTRA. The implication being that even if a TC verifies behaviour from GERAN to LTE, the TC must be started with the UE being on the E-UTRA side.
2. Actions to:

GERAN3
RAN 5 would like to kindly ask GERAN3 to take the above into account whenever a data transfer mechanism is needed for any GERAN to E-UTRAN test cases.

3. Date of Next TSG RAN WG5 Meetings:

3GPP TSG RAN WG5#53 San Francisco, USA
14 - 18 Nov 2011
3GPP TSG RAN WG5#54 Dresden, Germany
06 - 10 Feb 2012
