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1. Overall Description:

GERAN WG1 has reviewed the specifications relating to reselection rules towards UTRAN and E-UTRAN CSG cells.  Currently, TSG GERAN specifications state (45.008 v.8.5.0, sub-clause 6.6.7.1):

"If the strongest cell (see 3GPP TS 25.304 and 3GPP TS 36.304 for the definition of the strongest cell) which the MS has detected on a UTRAN or E-UTRAN frequency is a suitable CSG cell (see 3GPP TS 25.304 and 3GPP TS 36.304 for suitability criteria for UTRAN and E-UTRAN CSG cells respectively), it should reselect to this cell irrespective of the cell reselection rules applicable for the cell on which the MS is currently camped."

TSG GERAN WG1 understands that this is in line with specifications for inter-RAT or inter-frequency reselection towards UTRAN CSG cells, as specified in 3GPP 25.304.

Regarding inter-RAT or inter-frequency reselection towards E-UTRAN CSG cells, GERAN WG1 notes that 36.304 v.8.8.0, sub-clause 5.2.4.8.1, states:

"If the UE detects one or more suitable CSG cells on different frequencies, then the UE shall reselect to one of the detected cells irrespective of the frequency priority of the cell the UE is currently camped on, if the concerned CSG cell is the highest ranked cell on that frequency."

However, sub-clause 5.5.2.4 of the same specification includes the following:

"If the highest ranked cell or best cell according to absolute priority reselection rules is a CSG cell which is not suitable due to the CSG ID not being present in the CSG whitelist of the UE, the UE shall not consider this cell as candidate for cell reselection but shall continue considering other cells on the same frequency for cell reselection."

TSG GERAN WG1 understands this to mean that if, for example, the strongest cell on a frequency is not suitable due to the CSG ID not being present in the CSG whitelist of the UE, but the second strongest cell on the same frequency is a suitable CSG cell, the UE is permitted to reselect to the suitable CSG cell.

TSG GERAN WG1 is unaware of any reason why reselection to a cell which is not the strongest on the frequency should be permitted. However, GERAN WG1 considers that inter-RAT reselection rules towards E-UTRAN CSG cells should be independent of the serving RAT.
TSG GERAN WG1 therefore kindly requests TSG RAN2 to confirm the intended behaviour for reselection towards E-UTRAN CSG cells (either inter-frequency, or inter-RAT from UTRAN) and, if appropriate to clarify 36.304.

2. Actions:

To RAN WG2 group.

ACTIONS: 

GERAN WG1 kindly requests RAN WG2 to note the above observations and to confirm to GERAN WG1 the intended inter-RAT reselection rules towards E-UTRAN CSG cells.
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