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	Only one, MSC or BSS, can be master for CIC allocation for a certain A-Interface. In case of AoIP only the MSC can be master.
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	If AoIP is supported, then only the MSC can allocate a CIC.
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4.1
Terrestrial channel management

4.1.1
Terrestrial channel allocation

Terrestrial channel allocation will be handled in the following manner.

The link between the MSC and the BSS will be considered by the BSS and the MSC as a route on "n" circuits. Within this route, certain of the circuits may not be able to support all types of traffic (e.g., data calls or half rate connections). This can be managed, according to the configuration, either by the MSC or by the BSS for a given route. The entity in charge of circuit allocation chooses the terrestrial circuit, whilst ensuring that the chosen circuit is able to support the type of connection needed.

If an IP based A-Interface User Plane is supported by the MSC and/or the BSS and a terrestrical circuit is needed, then always the MSC, never the BSS, shall provide the terrestrical circuit (CIC).
4.1.2
Blocking of terrestrial channels

The entity not allocating the circuits shall be able to remotely block the terrestrial channel and remove it from service. This is signalled across the BSS/MSC interface using the appropriate signalling exchange as defined in 3GPP TS 48.008.

Local blocking of terrestrial channels on the side allocating the circuits may be supported and will result in the concerned channels not being chosen, no information need flow across the interface in these cases.
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