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February 13th, 2008

To:
3GPP TSG SA 
cc:
3GPP SA2, 3GPP TSG CT, 3GPP TSG RAN, 3GPP TSG GERAN 
cc:     WiMAX Forum SPWG
Re: LS on EPC Interworking with WiMAX access networks

The Network Working Group (NWG) of the WiMAX Forum would like to thank 3GPP SA for the liaison letter SP-070950 dated December 13th, 2007 which provides details of progress on the Stage 2 Service Description of the 3GPP Evolved Packet Core (EPC). 

NWG is glad to hear that 3GPP TSG SA has approved 80% completion of the Stage 2 specification TS23.402 which describes EPC functionality for connectivity to non-3GPP access networks such as WiMAX. NWG is reviewing the EPC architecture and its implications on the architecture and standardization of the WiMAX ASN.  

From the perspective of 3GPP-WiMAX Interworking, NWG would like to inform you that it is our goal to ensure ASN standardization supports seamless Interworking with the 3GPP Release 8 EPC. NWG kindly requests that 3GPP keep the WiMAX architecture and interface details in mind as the specifications for trusted non-3GPP accesses in 3GPP are progressed such that ASN-EPC Interworking is completed in a timely fashion. The NWG Release 1 version 1.2 specifications are accessible at: http://www.wimaxforum.org/technology/documents 
We would also like to inform 3GPP that current standardization efforts in NWG for Release 1.5 include features such as Proxy MIP6, Policy and Charging Control and Simple IP (similar to the 3GPP I-WLAN Direct IP Access concept) which have an intersect with the Release 8 EPC features. 

NWG would like to be informed of the ongoing progress of such discussions within 3GPP and hopes to continue collaboration with 3GPP working groups to define the required solutions.

Best Regards,

NWG Officers:
Prakash Iyer, Chair, NWG

Max Riegel, Co-Chair, NWG

Yong Chang, Co-Chair, NWG
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