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1. Overall Description

CT4 likes to thank TSG RAN for their LS (RP-070268/S2-071677) on “Removal of limitation of SRNC identity”.
CT4 has discussed the solution and the potential issues described in R3-070280 and concluded following:
The Inter-MSC SRNS Relocation procedure and the inter-system handover GSM to UMTS procedure include the RNC-ID. The RNC-ID is used in the source identification part of a Forward Relocation Request message at IRAT PS HO Iu mode -> A/Gb mode and in the target Identification part at SRNS Relocation. The RNC-ID is also included in the RIM Routing address to identify the target RNC in the RAN Information Management (RIM) procedures.
Two information elements in 3GPP TS 29.060 include an RNC ID in the following fields:

· “Target ID” field within the “Target Identification” IE, which has a variable length. For the encoding of the “Target ID” field subclause 7.7.37 Target Identification refers to 3GPP TS 25.413. Therefore, changes to TS 25.413 will not require updates of the “Target Identification” IE definition.

· “Source Cell ID / Source RNC-ID” field within the “Cell Identification” IE, which is 8 octets long. For the encoding of the “Source Cell ID / Source RNC-ID” field subclause 7.7.73 Cell Identification refers to 3GPP TS 48.018. Therefore, unless the length of the RNC ID in TS 48.018 is extended beyond 8 octets, other changes will not require updates to the “Cell Identification” IE definition.

Hence, the removal of limitation of SRNC identity will not require updates of 3GPP TS 29.060.
The RNC–ID is transparently transported in GTP and MAP protocols under CT4 responsibility, and even though these specifications would not be impacted as such, CT4 believes that change in the definition of the RNC-ID would affect MSC/SGSN implementations.
2. Actions to RAN, RAN3:
CT4 kindly asks RAN and RAN3 to take note of the above comments.
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