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1. Overall Description:

The new study item S1-061349 has been proposed and approved during TSG-SA WG1 #34 in Paris end of October 2006. It deals with GSM Direct Mode Operation (GSM DMO).

Concerns have been raised by the SA plenary which have tasked SA1 to provide clarifications on this proposal for a new study item before it could be approved at the next SA plenary (see action item AI34-02 below).

AI34-02 DMO study item clarification

The study item on DMO was not approved by TSG SA which encouraged SA1 to provide clarification of the scope (public or non-public networks) and the frequency bands that this is intended for along with any regulatory issues (e.g. principle of “sense before transmit”). SA WG1 also should liaise with GERAN WGs on the implications of this work.

The goal of this liaison statement is that TC-RT DMO group provide SA1 with these clarifications on the scope of work of GSM DMO so that the new study item can be approved by SA plenary. Each item which has been asked to be clarified is listed in blue in the following section and clarified below by the TC-RT DMO group.

2. Clarifications of the different items:
Study Items to be clarified before new study item proposal is approved.

· The Radio groups, particularly GERAN, should be involved.

Once the SID is approved by SA, TC-RT GSM DMO group will contact GERAN group.

· The GSM-R bands currently need to be fully supported according to regulations and this issue will need to be considered in this study.

TC-RT GSM DMO group agree.
· The creation of a study item which is dependent on the frequency allocation and radio regulations is done wholly within SA WG1 was not desirable.

TC-RT GSM DMO group position is that frequency and regulations aspects are addressed according to the normal procedures. In particular, TC-RT GSM DMO Group would like to highlight the fact that GSM-R band has been assigned for railways GSM communications. As a matter of fact, GSM DMO operations for railways will be using frequencies assigned to railways. In addition ERM-RM and GERAN will be involved were appropriate.
· It was proposed that parallel WID and study is started in GERAN WG1 and the WIDs are linked. It was suggested that this study should not be done in 3GPP until the regulatory and frequency allocation issues are resolved, which is being pursued in ETSI RT.

Regulatory aspects are to be addressed to the appropriate organisation. As a non public network, GSM-R shall fulfil the current established frequency allocation rules. TC-RT GSM DMO group will ensure that GERAN is consulted and kept informed for these aspects.

· It was argued that the regulatory situation will not be changed until some work is done to technically justify modifications.

Confirmed.

· It was decided that it needs to be determined if this is intended for general system or whether particular frequency bands are intended for this. It was reported that this was intended for use in the GSM Railway licensed bands, but SA WG1 should be asked about the motivation for this Study. It was reported that SA WG1 meeting had indicated that this was intended for general-purpose use.

Even if the description of GSM DMO was wide enough to cover a general PMR purpose need, standardisation of the GSM DMO is motivated by the need of railway operators and users to have direct mode communications. 
· It was proposed not to approve this SI here but to provide guidance to SA WG1 on the clarification of the scope and the frequency bands that this is intended for along with any regulatory issues. SA WG1 should liaise with GERAN WGs on the implications of this work. This was agreed and the SID was sent back to SA WG1 for further consideration and SA WG1 were asked to take the above guidance into account.

TC-RT GSM DMO group would like to add that regulatory issues are within the scope of work of TC-RT. They are taken into account. But it has to be noted that goal of GSM DMO is to provide communication means to railway operators and users when the GSM-R network is not available in one specific area. GSM DMO shall be used in predefined conditions; this will avoid any interference with existing GSM systems.

3. Actions:

To SA1
ACTION: 
SA1 to kindly consider the above clarifications on Study Item description and agree on the proposal for this new Study Item in SA1.
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