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From:

GSM North America (GSMNA) CTO Advisory Group
To:
3GPP TSG-RAN

3GPP TSG-GERAN

CC:
GSMNA Terminals Working Group
Subject:  
UE and MS Over the Air Performance Requirements

GSMNA has been made aware that 3GPP TSG-RAN is in the process of finalizing Technical Specification 25.144, “User Equipment (UE) and Mobile Station (MS) Over the Air Performance Requirements”.  GSMNA commends 3GPP in their work in this area.
GSMNA is concerned that the actual minimum requirements being specified do not reflect real world market requirements, and instead create underperforming UE and MSs which could cause problems when these units are used in GSMNA networks.  Units with substandard Total Radiated Power (TRP) and Transmitted Radiated Sensitivity (TRS) specifications not only affect operator’s network design, but cause business issues such as increased customer service complaints and regulatory issues with location-based services.  Such issues can also cause customers to form opinions that can reflect poorly on the reputation of certain brands of UEs and MSs. 
To complicate this matter, GSMNA understands that there will also be target values in this specification in addition to minimum requirements.  These target values are supposedly informative values which come much closer to operators’ real world market requirements, but have no real requirement value, in other words, they are available simply for guidance.  Such a dual-standard creates a confusing specification, and since only minimum performance requirements are mandatory, vendors might choose to design handsets to only achieve the minimum requirements and there would be little recourse in this situation.
In an area where technology is constantly progressing, it seems unusual to encourage the manufacturing of UEs and MSs which are demonstrably worse than those currently available in the market today.  Creation of a specification with two sets of values, e.g., minimum and target requirements, could lead not only to industry confusion but also set a bad precedent for a standards-setting body. 

GSMNA asks that 3GPP re-examine the intention of the 25.144 specification, and consider creating a specification with a single set of values that reflects the actual values which operators are experiencing in their current products (such as the target values), and has consideration of further improvements that might be forthcoming in the future.   
Next meeting of GSMNA:
30 April – 4 May
Ottawa, Canada
Contact Person:

Marc Grant
Cingular Wireless

Chair, GSMNA Terminals Working Group
+1 512-372-5834
Marc.grant@att.com 
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High Level Document Summary:





This is a liaison statement to 3GPP TSG-GERAN and TSG-RAN concerning OTA UE Antenna requirements
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