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7.1
TBF establishment initiated by the mobile station on PCCCH

The purpose of the packet access procedure is to establish a TBF to support the transfer of upper-layer PDUs in the direction from the mobile station to the network. Packet access shall be done on PCCCH, as defined in this sub-clause, if a PCCCH exists. Otherwise, packet access shall be done on CCCH, as defined in 3GPP TS 44.018. The packet access can be done in either one phase (sub-clause 7.1.2) or in two phases (sub-clauses 7.1.2 and 7.1.3).

TBF establishment can also be done on PACCH if a TBF for transfer of upper-layer PDUs in the direction from the network to the mobile station is already established (see sub-clause 8.1.2.5). TBF establishment can also be done on PACCH if the mobile station is releasing a TBF for transfer of upper-layer PDUs in the direction from the mobile station to the network and TBF for transfer of upper-layer PDUs in the direction from the network to the mobile station is not established (see sub-clause 9.3.2.4 and sub-clause 9.3.3.3).

If the mobile station is in dedicated mode and both the network and the mobile station support DTM, the establishment of a TBF shall be performed by the DTM assignment procedures on the main DCCH, as defined in 3GPP TS 44.018.

The packet access procedure is initiated by the mobile station. Initiation is triggered by a request from upper layers to transfer an upper-layer PDU. The request from upper layers specifies throughput, RLC mode, an optional PFI, and a Radio Priority to be associated with the packet transfer or indicates that the packet to be transferred contains signalling. If both the network and the mobile station support the extended uplink TBF mode, the request from upper layers may also specify that the upper-layer PDU is meant to pre-allocate an uplink TBF (early TBF establishment). In this case, the mobile station shall use the two phase access procedure, setting the EARLY_TBF_ESTABLISHMENT field in the PACKET RESOURCE REQUEST message to indicate pre-allocation is required (as described in sub-clause 7.1.3).

A mobile station indicates its support of RLC non-persistent mode in the RLC non-persistent mode capability bit of the MS Radio Access Capability information element and in the NPM Capability bit of the Mobile Station Classmark 2 information element (see 3GPP TS 24.008). 

A packet access procedure requesting multiple TBFs may be initiated by the mobile station if multiple TBF procedures are supported in the network and the mobile station (see sub-clause 7.0). Initiation is triggered when the mobile station receives more than one request from upper layers to transfer upper-layer PDUs before the packet access procedure can be initiated. Each request from upper layers specifies a PFI, RLC mode, Radio Priority and optionally an LLC mode to be associated with the packet transfer or indicates that the packet to be transferred contains signalling.

Upon such a request:

-
if access to the network is allowed (sub-clause 7.1.1), the mobile station shall initiate the packet access procedure as defined in sub-clause 7.1.2.1;

-
otherwise, the RR sublayer in the mobile station shall reject the request.

If the request from upper layers indicates signalling, the highest Radio Priority shall be used at determination if access to the network is allowed, and the acknowledged RLC mode shall be requested.

If both the mobile station and the BSS support multiple TBF procedures, or if the mobile station supports RLC non-persistent mode, the BSS may order its preferred RLC mode when establishing uplink TBF(s), independently of the RLC mode requested by the mobile station. In particular, if the mobile station supports RLC non-persistent mode the network may allocate an EGPRS TBF that uses this RLC mode.
9.3.0
General

The RLC ARQ functions support three modes of operation: RLC acknowledged mode, RLC unacknowledged mode and RLC non-persistent mode. RLC acknowledged mode operation uses retransmission of RLC data blocks to achieve high reliability. RLC unacknowledged mode operation does not utilize retransmission of RLC data blocks. RLC non-persistent mode operation uses non-exhaustive retransmission of RLC data blocks. A TBF may operate in either RLC acknowledged mode, RLC unacknowledged mode or RLC non-persistent mode. An MBMS bearer operates in RLC non-persistent mode.

The mobile station requests the RLC mode of the uplink TBF by setting the RLC_MODE bit to either RLC acknowledged mode or RLC unacknowledged mode in the PACKET RESOURCE REQUEST or the (EGPRS) PACKET DOWNLINK ACK/NACK message. When the establishment cause field in the PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST message indicates ‘one phase access’, the RLC mode defaults to RLC acknowledged mode. If both the mobile station and the BSS support multiple TBF procedures, or if the mobile station supports RLC non-persistent mode, the BSS may override the mobile station’s indicated RLC mode, ordering its preferred RLC mode (including RLC non-persistent mode for EGPRS TBF(s), if the mobile station supports this RLC mode) when establishing uplink TBF(s) as follows:

-
The network shall always set the RLC_MODE bit for the uplink TBF(s) in the MULTIPLE TBF UPLINK ASSIGNMENT and MULTIPLE TBF TIMESLOT RECONFIGURE messages. 

-
The network may order the RLC mode for the uplink TBF by setting the RLC_MODE bit in the PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT message or the UPLINK_RLC_MODE bit in the PACKET TIMESLOT RECONFIGURE message. The mobile station shall assume that its indicated RLC mode is used if the BSS does not override it in the PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT or PACKET TIMESLOT RECONFIGURE message. 

The network sets the RLC mode of the downlink TBF by setting the RLC_MODE bit in the PACKET DOWNLINK ASSIGNMENT, MULTIPLE TBF DOWNLINK ASSIGNMENT, PACKET TIMESLOT RECONFIGURE, MULTIPLE TBF TIMESLOT RECONFIGURE or PACKET CS RELEASE INDICATION message.

An uplink TBF may be operating in either non-extended uplink TBF mode or extended uplink TBF mode, see sub-clause 9.3.1b.

When one or more PDCH/Fs are used in conjunction with one PDCH/H in the same direction, the RLC/MAC data blocks may not be received in the same sequence they were sent, due to the different data rates of the channels. In RLC unacknowledged mode, the sending entity shall re-order the RLC/MAC data blocks before transmission to ensure their reception in sequence.
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