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1. Overall Description:

TSG GERAN WG2 has discussed the proposal for Critical Resource Indication, whereby (for the GERAN A/Gb to GERAN A/Gb mode) a source BSS can indicate to the target BSS which (if any) PS resources (Packet Flow Contexts corresponding to PDP contexts) are critical for the success of the handover.  If the target BSS cannot (or chooses not to) allocate resources for all such critical resources, then the handover is cancelled, thereby saving resources and signalling in the case where the source BSS would have anyway cancelled the handover.
Details of the proposals are described in the attached documents (the CRs have not been approved by TSG GERAN yet).

It should be noted that for DTM Handover, as currently specified in 3GPP TS 43.055, the dedicated (CS) resource is always considered ‘critical’ by default (i.e. the target BSS shall not proceed with the handover if the dedicated resource cannot be allocated).

TSG GERAN WG2 considers that there is no technical problem with the proposal. Although several companies agree that there are worthwhile benefits that can be realised by this proposal, TSG GERAN WG2 has not reached consensus that the benefits justify the introduction of this into the Release 7 specifications for PS and DTM Handover for both GERAN A/Gb mode-to-GERAN A/Gb mode and inter-RAT handovers..
In order to help TSG GERAN WG2 reach a conclusion, TSG GERAN WG2 therefore requests TSG RAN3 to evaluate the benefits of this proposal in the context of inter-RAT (GERAN to UTRAN and vice versa) handovers, and to inform TSG GERAN WG2 of its assessment.

2. Actions:

To TSG RAN 3 group

ACTION: 
TSG GERAN2 kindly asks TSG RAN3 to consider the attached proposal, evaluate whether it would be beneficial for inter-RAT handovers (GERAN to UTRAN and vice versa) and inform TSG GERAN WG2 of its assessment.
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