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	In GERAN A/Gb mode the selection of the RLC mode to be used on the radio interface is currently not in control of the BSS (where the RLC protocol is terminated), but of higher layers in the SGSN/MS. As extensively described in GP-050392, this creates some problems, since the optimal choice for the RLC mode would rather depend on parameters and conditions known only at the BSS. 
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6.6.3
Service Primitives

Table 6 lists the service primitives provided by the RLC/MAC layer to the upper layers:

Table 6: Service primitives provided by the RLC/MAC layer to the upper layers

	Name
	request
	indication
	response
	confirm
	Comments

	RLC/MAC-DATA
	x
	x
	
	
	used for the transfer of upper layer PDUs. Acknowledged mode of operation in RLC is requested (Note). The upper layer shall be able to request high transmission quality via a primitive parameter.

	RLC/MAC-UNITDATA
	x
	x
	
	
	used for the transfer of upper layer  PDUs. Unacknowledged mode of operation in RLC is requested (Note).

	RLC/MAC- PTM_DATA
	[?]
	[?]
	[?]
	[?]
	used for the transfer of upper layer PDUs over point-to-multipoint bearers. Non-persistent mode of operation in RLC is used.

	RLC/MAC-STATUS
	
	x
	
	
	used to indicate that an error has occurred on the radio interface. The cause for the failure is indicated.

	NOTE: 
The RLC/MAC layer in the network may decide to use its preferred RLC mode, in any case for downlink TBFs and, for uplink TBFs, when both the mobile station and the network support multiple TBFs procedures.
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