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8.1
FLUSH-LL (logical link) procedure

When an SGSN detects a cell change of an MS from a cell update or a routing area update, the SGSN shall send a FLUSH-LL PDU to the old BVC to initiate the following procedures:

-
at a cell change within one NSE (e.g. the BSS is a NSE) and within one routing area, LLC-PDU(s) for a given TLLI stored at an "old" BVCI (corresponding to the old cell) are either deleted or transferred to a "new" BVCI (corresponding to the new cell) with which the TLLI is currently associated; or

-
at a cell change between two NSEs within one routing area, LLC PDU(s) for a given TLLI stored at an "old" BVCI (corresponding to the old cell) are either deleted or transferred to a "new" BVCI (corresponding to the new cell) with which the TLLI is currently associated. In that case, transferring of LLC PDU(s) can only be requested by the SGSN if the NSE underlying the "old" BVCI indicated support for the "Inter-NSE re-routing";

-
at a cell change within the same routing area, and within one NSE or between two NSEs, the on-going location procedure, if any, is either maintained in the BSS after the cell reselection or aborted by the BSS towards the SMLC; or

-
at a cell change between two routing areas, LLC-PDU(s) stored at the "old" BVCI for the TLLI are deleted.

The SGSN provides the BSSGP with:

-
a MS's TLLI identifying the MS;

-
the "old" BVCI identifying the cell in which to find buffered LLC-PDU(s) for the MS;

-
the "new" BVCI identifying the cell to which the MS is currently associated (only when within the same routing area); and

-
if the SGSN supports "Inter-NSE re-routing" or "LCS Procedures" and the old NSE supports the "Inter-NSE re-routing" or "LCS Procedures", the "new" NSEI identifying the cell to which the MS is currently associated (only when within the same routing area but between two NSEs). The NSEI associated to the "old" BVCI shall be assumed if the "new NSEI" field is not provided.

If there is a BSS context for the MS in the "old" BVCI and there is a "new" BVCI in the FLUSH-LL PDU, the BSS shall interpret this as a request to transfer the BSS context to the new cell. The BSS shall assume that the ABQP that was negotiated for each PFC in the "old" BVCI is requested in the "new" BVCI by the SGSN. Also, the values of the Packet Flow Timer and the Service UTRAN CCO Information Elements should be kept for each transferred PFC. If, when receiving the BSS context at the "new" BVCI, the BSS has already obtained the information related to one or several PFC(s) from the SGSN by means of the Create BSS PFC procedure (see sub-clause 8a.1), then the BSS shall disregard the information corresponding to this (these) PFC(s) within the BSS context transferred from the "old" BVCI. If a Create BSS PFC procedure is ongoing when receiving the BSS context at the "new" BVCI, the BSS shall either apply the received information or carry on with the currently used ABQP until the procedure completes.
If a "new" BVCI is not provided, then the FLUSH-LL PDU shall be interpreted as an instruction to delete the queued LLC-PDU(s) at the old BVC, and also to delete the BSS context associated to the MS identified by the TLLI, if any exists in the "old" BVCI.

Queued BSSGP signalling, e.g. pages, shall not be affected by this procedure.

In response to a FLUSH-LL PDU the BSS shall send a FLUSH-LL-ACK PDU to the SGSN containing:

-
the TLLI received in the FLUSH-LL PDU;

-
an indication of whether the LLC-PDU(s) were "transferred" or "deleted". In case the SDUs were "transferred" the BVCI (new) IE, and the NSEI (new) IE if present in the FLUSH-LL PDU, shall be included;

-
the number of octets that have been transferred or deleted.

On receipt of a FLUSH-LL-ACK PDU by the SGSN, indicating that the LLC-PDU(s) associated with the old BVC have been "deleted", the SGSN may choose to:

-
immediately retransmit all unacknowledged LLC-PDU(s) (in acknowledged LLC operation) to the MS at the new BVC (i.e. new cell); or

-
rely on LLC retransmission mechanism to transmit unacknowledged LLC-PDU(s).

On receipt of a FLUSH-LL-ACK PDU by the SGSN, indicating that the LLC-PDU(s) associated with the old BVC have been "transferred", the SGSN shall not take any of the above actions.

If the "new" BVCI could not accept the QoS characteristics of all PFCs of the BSS context, the BSS context shall still be transferred and the BSS shall then initiate in the "new" BVCI a Modify BSS PFC procedure for each PFC for which the requested ABQP could not be accepted. The BSS may resume the transfer of downlink LLC PDU(s) before the Modify BSS PFC procedure is completed.

In order to avoid desequencing DL LLC PDU (in LLC acknowledged or unacknowledged operation) during the FLUSH procedure, upon sending a FLUSH-LL PDU to the BSS requesting the rerouting of DL LLC PDUs to a new cell, the SGSN should wait for the receipt of the FLUSH-LL-ACK PDU or rely on an internal guard timer, before starting to transmit subsequent DL LLC PDUs on the new BVCI. In the case the SGSN does not request the BSS to reroute DL LLC PDUs to a new cell, it may immediately resume the transmission of subsequent DL LLC PDUs on the new BVCI, or start the Create BSS PFC procedure, without waiting for the receipt of the FLUSH-LL-ACK PDU.

Section provided for information (not modified)

8a.1
Create BSS PFC procedure

8a.1.0
General

If the BSS receives a request to transfer an uplink or downlink LLC PDU for which it currently does not have a BSS packet flow context and the PFI does not indicate best-effort or SMS or TOM8 or signalling then the BSS should send a DOWNLOAD-BSS-PFC PDU to the SGSN and start timer T6. In the uplink case the TLLI, optional Radio Priority, and optional Packet Flow ID are received from the MS as defined in 3GPP TS 44.060. Until the BSS receives the BSS PFC the BSS shall handle uplink and downlink transfers according to a best-effort default aggregate BSS QoS profile. For uplink transfers the best-effort default profile is specific to the radio priority level.

If the BSS receives a request to transfer an uplink or downlink LLC PDU associated to a PFI indicating best-effort or SMS or TOM8 or signalling then the BSS may handle the corresponding transfer according to an operator-defined aggregate BSS QoS profile. Indeed the latter cannot be negotiated with the SGSN for those flows. It is also up to the implementation what Allocation/Retention Priority is granted to those flows.

If the BSS does not receive a PFI from the MS, e.g. from a R97 or R98 MS, the BSS shall not send a DOWNLOAD-BSS-PFC PDU to the SGSN. In this case the QoS Profile IE is utilized instead.

Following a DOWNLOAD-BSS-PFC PDU if there is not an ongoing Delete PFC procedure for that corresponding PFI, the SGSN shall send a CREATE-BSS-PFC PDU to the BSS with a requested Aggregate BSS QoS Profile and start timer T7. On receipt of CREATE-BSS-PFC PDU the BSS stops timer T6 and responds with a CREATE-BSS-PFC-ACK PDU containing the negotiated Aggregate BSS QoS Profile. The BSS may restrict the requested ABQP given its capabilities and the current load. The SGSN may include the Service UTRAN CCO (Cell Change Order) information element in the PDU (relevant if the network initiated cell change order to UTRAN procedure is used). If this information element is received in both the CREATE-BSS-PFC PDU and the DL‑UNITDATA PDU, the information element received in the DL-UNITDATA PDU shall take precedence. If there is an ongoing Delete PFC procedure the SGSN shall not send a CREATE-BSS-PFC-PDU (see subclause 8a.3).
The SGSN may also initiate the Create BSS PFC procedure. It is not required that the SGSN receive a DOWNLOAD‑BSS-PFC PDU before sending a CREATE-BSS-PFC request.

The CREATE-BSS-PFC PDU may trigger a call admission control algorithm in the BSS to check whether the requested ABQP can be served. If there is valid MS Radio Access Capability IE known by the SGSN for the associated MS, the SGSN shall include it in the CREATE-BSS-PFC PDU. If the MS Radio Access Capability IE are not present in the request, then the Radio Access Capability Update procedure may be called.

The BSS may return a CREATE-BSS-PFC-NACK with a cause if it is unable to create or modify the PFC. On receipt of a CREATE-BSS-PFC-ACK PDU which does not convey the cause 'PFC queuing' (cf. sub-clause 8a.1.0a) or of a CREATE-BSS-PFC-NACK PDU the SGSN shall stop timer T7.

The Packet Flow Timer (PFT) is provided to the BSS by the SGSN. It is defined as the maximum time the BSS may hold the PFC during periods of inactivity for a PFC. The timer is started upon the receipt of a CREATE-BSS-PFC PDU and restarted after the transmission of an uplink PDU for that PFC. The timer is also restarted upon the transfer of the corresponding PFC from an old to a new cell.

If a CREATE-BSS-PFC PDU is received for an MS which has a BSS PFC in the BSS, then this shall be interpreted by the BSS as a request to:

-
create a new PFC if the PFI included in the PDU is not known in the BSS,


modify an existing PFC if the PFI included in the PDU is already known in the BSS.
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