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3.4.23
RR procedures related to packet resource maintenance while in dual transfer mode

3.4.23.1
General

Once the mobile station enters the dual transfer mode, the existent procedures apply (see 3GPP TS 44.060). Some exceptions to the existent procedures while in dedicated mode are:

-
When all packet resources have been released (or aborted), the mobile station returns to dedicated mode.

-
When the mobile station is in dual transfer mode, it shall ignore any PACKET CELL CHANGE ORDER, PACKET NOTIFICATION or PACKET ASSIGNMENT messages and shall remain in dual transfer mode.

-
When the mobile station receives a HANDOVER COMMAND, HANDOVER TO UTRAN COMMAND, HANDOVER TO CDMA2000 COMMAND, HANDOVER TO IU MODE COMMAND or ASSIGNMENT COMMAND message, it shall abandon the packet resource immediately, enter dedicated mode and perform the handover or assignment procedure, respectively.

-
When the mobile station receives a DTM ASSIGNMENT COMMAND message whilst in dual transfer mode, it shall follow procedures specified in sub-clause 3.4.23.2.

-
As stated in 3GPP TS 45.008, no GPRS measurement reporting is performed.

The mobile station remains in dual transfer mode until the RR connection or all the packet resources are released.

3.4.23.2
RR and packet resource reallocation whilst in dual transfer mode

3.4.23.2.1
General

In dual transfer mode an intracell change of channel can be requested by upper layers for changing the channel type, or decided by the RR sublayer, e.g. for an internal handover or for the reallocation of all the resources of the mobile station. The purpose is to modify completely the physical channel configuration of the mobile station without change in synchronization while staying in the same cell.

The mobile station and the network shall change neither the RLC mode nor TBF mode of an already established TBF during resource reallocation. The change of RLC mode or TBF mode shall be achieved through release of the TBF and establishment of a new TBF with the new RLC mode or TBF mode.

This procedure includes:

-
the suspension of normal operation except for RR management (layer 3);

-
the release of the main signalling link and of the other data links as defined in sub-clause 3.1.4;

-
the disconnection of TCHs and PDTCHs;

-
the deactivation of previously assigned channels (layer 1);

-
the activation of the new channels and their connection if applicable;

-
the triggering of the establishment of the data link connections for SAPI = 0.

3.4.23.2.2
Normal resource reallocation case

The reallocation of resources assigned to a mobile station is initiated by the network using a DTM ASSIGNMENT COMMAND message. Once the DTM ASSIGNMENT COMMAND message has been transmitted the timer T3107 is started on the network side.

Upon receipt of the DTM ASSIGNMENT COMMAND message, the mobile station initiates a local end release of link layer connections, disconnects the physical channels, commands the switching to the assigned channel and initiates the establishment of lower layer connection (this includes the activation of the channel, their connection and the establishment of the main signalling link).

After the main signalling link is successfully established, the mobile station returns an ASSIGNMENT COMPLETE message, specifying cause "normal event", to the network on the main DCCH. The reallocation of resources is completed for the mobile station when the ASSIGNMENT COMPLETE message is sent and for the network when it is received. The network then stops timer T3107. The sending of the ASSIGNMENT COMPLETE message on the mobile station side and its receipt on the network side allow the resumption of the transmission of signalling layer messages other than those belonging to RR management.

If the mobile station requests one or more new uplink TBFs (as specified in 3GPP TS 44.060) and a DTM ASSIGNMENT COMMAND message is received from the network before resources are allocated for the requested uplink TBFs, the mobile station shall:

-
follow the reallocation procedure as specified in this sub-clause,

-
consider all ongoing TBFs not addressed by the DTM ASSIGNMENT COMMAND message as released,

-
consider the requested uplink TBFs as rejected and 

-
initiate another request for one or more new uplink TBFs after first sending the ASSIGNMENT COMPLETE message.

3.4.23.2.3
Abnormal case

If the establishment of the main DCCH fails, all the allocated packet resources shall be released. The mobile station shall then revert to the old channel, trigger the establishment of the main DCCH and send a DTM ASSIGNMENT FAILURE message on the main DCCH with cause value "lower layer failure". If a lower layer failure happens while attempting to connect back to the old channel, the radio link failure procedure is applied (see sub-clause 3.4.13.2).

If there is an error in the re-establishment of packet resources on the new allocation or if the DTM assignment command message addresses more TBFs than the MS currently has been allocated, the mobile station shall abort the establishment, release all ongoing TBFs and return to dedicated mode. The establishment of packet resources can then be completed using the packet resource establishment while in dedicated mode establishment procedures (sub-clause 3.4.22).

*** next sections for information only ***

extract from TS 43.055:

7
DTM operation

Once the mobile stations enters the DTM, the existent RLC/MAC procedures apply, with the exception of the case of an exclusive allocation of an uplink PDCH (including the PDHC/H of a "TCH/H + PDHC/H" configuration). In that case, the mobile station is always granted the transmission of uplink RLC/MAC blocks, which keep the current format. Thus, the mobile station will ignore the USF mechanism or the allocation bitmap for dynamic or fixed allocation, respectively.

Other exceptions to the existent RLC/MAC procedures are:

· The mobile station shall not accept a packet assignment command (addressed to it on the PACCH) that changes the frequency definition of the PDCH. Such change shall be done by means of a DTM Assignment Command message on the main DCCH (changing both TCH and PDCH configurations). A modification of the timeslot allocation may occur by means of a Packet Assignment message. Any violation of the frequency restrictions or the multislot class of the mobile station (taking both TCH and PDCH resources into account) shall be treated as an abnormal case and the TBF(s) shall then be aborted.

NOTE 1:
the PCU should know that the mobile station is in dual transfer mode and therefore format the messages correctly.

· When all TBFs have been released (or aborted), the mobile station returns to dedicated mode.

· When the mobile station is in dual transfer mode, it shall ignore a Packet Cell Change Order or a RR-Cell Change Order message and shall remain in dual transfer mode.

NOTE 2:
the PCU should know that the mobile station is in dual transfer mode and therefore not send these messages.

· A mobile station in dual transfer mode shall use normal acknowledgements and not access bursts, irrespective of the value if the CONTROL_ACK_TYPE field in the (P)BCCH. Access bursts are not needed since the mobile station is already in dedicated mode.

The mobile station remains in DTM until the CS connection or all the TBFs are released.

extract from TS 44.060:

5.5.1.7
Frequency Parameters

Frequency parameters may be included in the packet assignment messages (i.e., PACKET DOWNLINK ASSIGNMENT, MULTIPLE TBF DOWNLINK ASSIGNMENT, PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT, MULTIPLE TBF UPLINK ASSIGNMENT, PACKET TIMESLOT RECONFIGURE and MULTIPLE TBF TIMESLOT RECONFIGURE messages) and define the radio frequency channels or set of radio frequency channels the mobile station is to use during the assigned TBF(s). The first assignment message, sent to the mobile station when it enters packet transfer mode or MAC-Shared state, shall include the frequency parameters. Subsequent assignment messages, sent to the mobile station during packet transfer mode or MAC-Shared state, may omit the frequency parameters. If a mobile station receives a subsequent assignment message, during packet transfer mode or MAC-Shared state, without the frequency parameters, the mobile station shall continue to use the previously assigned frequency parameters.

NOTE 1:
A packet assignment message, when sent to a mobile station in dual transfer mode or MAC-DTM state, shall not include the frequency parameters. If the network intends to change the frequency allocation of a mobile station in dual transfer mode or MAC-DTM state, the network may use the DTM assignment procedure defined in 3GPP TS 44.018.
The Frequency Parameters information element is defined in sub-clause 12.8. The frequency parameters may use an ARFCN defining a non-hopping radio frequency channel, or use the indirect encoding, direct encoding 1 or direct encoding 2 defining a hopping radio frequency channel.

The indirect encoding defines the assigned set of radio frequency channels by referencing information stored within the mobile station. Such information may be received on PBCCH or BCCH (see sub-clauses 5.5.2.1, 11.2.19, 12.8 and 12.10a and 3GPP TS 44.160,), or be received in a previous assignment message using one of the direct encoding options. An MA_NUMBER identifies which of up to eight stored sets of frequency parameters is to be used. The MA_NUMBER shall use the following coding:

MA_NUMBER = 0–13
shall be used to reference a GPRS mobile allocation received in a PSI2 message;

MA_NUMBER = 14
shall be used to reference a GPRS mobile allocation received in a SI13 or PSI13 message;

MA_NUMBER = 15
shall be used to reference a GPRS mobile allocation received in a previous assignment message using the direct encoding.

When the indirect encoding is used, the network may include a CHANGE_MARK_1 and a CHANGE_MARK_2 in the Frequency Parameters information element. The mobile station shall then verify that it is using a set of PBCCH or BCCH information identified by a PSI or SI change mark corresponding to one of the CHANGE_MARK_1 or 2 parameters, for the decoding of the frequency information. If that is not the case, an abnormal condition occurs.

The direct encoding defines the assigned set of radio frequency channels by using information contained within the assignment message. The direct encoding 1 references the cell allocation or reference frequency lists received on PBCCH for the decoding of this information. The direct encoding 2 is self contained. When the direct encoding 1 or 2 is used, the mobile station shall store the received GPRS mobile allocation for possible later reference in an assignment message using the indirect encoding. Such reference shall be made using the MA_NUMBER = 15.

NOTE 2:
If there is a GPRS mobile allocation associated with MA_NUMBER = 15, the association shall be kept unchanged if the mobile station receives a packet assignment using the indirect encoding (referencing any value of the MA_NUMBER), the frequency parameters are not included in the packet assignment (i.e., in packet transfer mode, dual transfer mode, MAC-Shared state or MAC-DTM state) or the mobile station establishes an RR connection (for A/Gb mode) or is allocated a DBPSCH (for Iu mode).

For the decoding of frequency parameters, the mobile station shall be able to store the following frequency information (see sub-clauses 11.2.19, 12.8 and 12.10a):

-
four Reference Frequency Lists received in the PSI2 information and the corresponding RFL_NUMBERs for identification, each RFL having a contents length of up to 18 octets;

-
a Cell Allocation received in the PSI2 information referencing up to four RFLs;

-
seven GPRS Mobile Allocations received in the PSI2 or the SI13/PSI13 information and the corresponding MA_NUMBERs for identification, each GPRS Mobile Allocation information element having a length of up to 12 octets (96 bits); and

-
one GPRS mobile allocation received in an assignment message using direct encoding 1 or 2, consisting of either a GPRS Mobile Allocation information element having a length of up to 12 octets (96 bits) or a MA Frequency List having a contents length of up to 18 octets.

The mobile station shall be able to store the frequency information for the PCCCH description corresponding to its own PCCCH_GROUP (see sub-clause 11.2.19).

If the mobile station supports SMSCB, it shall be able to store the frequency information for the CBCH to be used in packet idle mode or MAC-Idle state.

The frequency information that the mobile station has stored while camping on a cell shall be deleted when the mobile station reselects a new cell.
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