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GERAN2 thanks SA2 for their liaison statement on Service ID needs for MBMS in the RAN.  

GERAN2 discussed the proposals but could not agree upon any of them as many of the highlighted issues fall outside the scope and competence of GERAN2. 

However, GERAN2 would like to highlight the outcome of the discussion:

1.
Until a notification mechanism within the GERAN is agreed, we are unable to determine a precise maximum length of any MBMS identifier for use by the GERAN. The only constraints we are able to identify for the MBMS session identifier are that:

· It must be globally unique irrespective of roaming

· Due to limited capacity in GERAN signalling messages sent over the radio interface, it must be as small as possible, and may be of a similar range to the “Mobile Identity” IE (defined in TS 24.008) which is between 3 and 11 octets long.  

It was also noted that the use of a “probably unique identifier” would lead to abnormal cases where a roaming MS in the visited network would initially respond to the notification of a session to which it has not joined, in case this session would have the same quasi-unique identifier as a session in the home network to which the MS has joined. This would cause the MS to begin listening to an MBMS channel when it is not required, until the MS realizes it is the wrong session. Such behaviour is not only penalizing the battery consumption of the MS, but also leads to wasting radio capacity due to unnecessary signalling, hence should be avoided.

2. 
GERAN2 would like more information on the roaming case as it is not present in the requirements previously received from SA2.

Regarding the P-TMSI space available for use, GERAN2 could provide no further information on available space.

2. Actions:

To SA2, consider the response above and provide, when necessary, more information on the requirements for roaming to GERAN WG2.

3. Date of Next TSG GERAN WG2 Meetings:
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