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1. Background

In the 3GPP TSG GERAN WG3 #15 meeting, Operators were asked to suggest areas to prioritise in the NC2 feature, in order for the GCF and GERAN WG3 to identify the testcases to be defined. 

Considering that, during the last GERAN3#15 meeting, it has been agreed to develop the NC2 related test cases in 3 phases:

· Phase 1: Ensuring sufficient test coverage of basic functionalities of NC2 and the most common scenarios. This phase will be reached by April 2004.

· Phase 2: Ensuring extended test coverage of the scenarios and functionalities that will be deployed by the Operators that will activate NC2.

· Phase 3: Ensuring sufficient test coverage for the R99, and onwards, additions for NC2, like extending the amount of PEMR tests.

it would be desiderable to define, during this meeting, the end date of each phase in order to speed the complete NC2 feature availability up on the market.  

2. OPERATORS  PRIORITIES

· 2G->3G testing for NC2

· Testing with the PBCCH/PCCCH (PSI 5) to take equal priority as the testing with the BCCH/CCCH (SI 13 and SI 2quater) for the NC2 feature.

· PACCH  having priority over PBCCH and BCCH: this is due to the understanding that NC2 certified terminals at beginning will be only a small part of the working MS; so the NC2 feature will be activated with the point to point messages (Packet Measurement Order and Packet Cell Change Order) sent to the terminals the network knows they support NC2 feature. 

· Packet Transfer Mode with priority over Packet Idle Mode: this priority is based on the understanding that the network managed cell reselection has a particular importance when there is a DL TBF and/or UL TBF active in order to have a service, in the cell reselected by the network, better than or comparable with the previous one. The NC2 feature in Packet Idle Mode seems less needed or better, if it is not used, some potential congestion problems, caused by many messages sent, could be avoided (Packet Measurement Order on PCCCH or Immediate Assignment on CCCH followed by Packet Measurement Order on PDCH sent by the Network, access requests by Packet Channel Request messages, with “single block without TBF establishment” as access type on PRACH or by Channel Request with “single block packet access” on RACH from the MS in order to send the Packet Measurement Report messages periodically, Packet Uplink Assignment on PAGCH or Immediate Assignment on AGCH from the Network to assign to the MS the Radio Block to send the Packet Measurement Report, the Packet Measurement Report from the terminal, Packet Cell Change Order on PCCCH or Immediate Assignment on CCCH followed by Packet Cell Change Order on PDCH from the Network). In Packet Transfer Mode the Packet Measurement Order, the Packet Measurement Report and the Packet Cell Change Order messages are sent on the PACCH. 

3. iMPORTANT AREAS IN THE wg3 WORKPLAN (ON new nc2 TEST CASEs)

· Network Commanded Cell Changes between different RA, RA+LA.

· Use of the NC_FREQUENCY_LIST parameter for cell re-selection and for measurement reports.

· Use of the BA (GPRS) list for cell re-selection and for measurement reports.

· Changing of NC mode between Packet Idle and Packet Transfer Modes.

· Conflict situations between data transfer with measurement report procedures.

4. operatorS  proposal

Operators propose to split the phase 1 in two steps:

· Step 1 

· should cover the important areas (see §3)

· should be agreed and available at GERAN#16 (August 2003) or by reflector before GCF_AG#19 (23-24 september 2003)

· could be included as provisional in GCF Certification Criteria produced at GCF_AG#19 (sept 03) and validated in the GCF_CC produced at GCF_AG#20 (Jan 04)

· Step 2 

· should cover the other areas in the NC2 TC WG3 Workplan.

· should be agreed and available at GERAN#17 (November 2003)

· could be included as provisional in GCF_CC produced at GCF_AG#20 (Jan 04) and validated in the GCF_CC produced at GCF_AG #21 (March 04)
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