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1. Overall Description:
TSG GERAN would kindly like to thank GCF-AG for their LS on NC2 status in 3GPP core and tests specifications.

TSG GERAN acknowledges GCF-AG’s concerns about NC2 and especially the testing status of NC2 in TS51.010.

Status of NC2 in the Core Specifications:

TSG GERAN acknowledges that the issues, mentioned in the LS, have been discussed in TSG GERAN WG2. The NC2 issues, which have been discussed, concern handling of certain specific abnormal cases. The final issues have been settled at GERAN#14.

Given these facts, TSG GERAN therefore considers NC2 as stable in the Core Specifications.
However, like any other feature, issues may arise at any time.

Status of NC2 in the Test Specifications:
TSG GERAN acknowledges that the testing coverage in TS51.010 lacks sufficient test coverage of NC2, as well as the current specified NC2 test cases are faulty. At GERAN#15, TSG GERAN approved a significantly amount of corrections/changes to most of the NC2 test cases. However TSG GERAN has identified that, even after the approval of these corrections, TS51.010 still severely lacks of sufficient test coverage, including very basic functionalities of NC2. TSG GERAN has therefore agreed that more NC2 test cases are needed in order to ensure that TS51.010 covers the NC2 feature in a proper way. A work plan will be created for this work.
TSG GERAN have identified, at least, the following areas where TS51.010 lacks of testing coverage:

· Circuit-switched connections during NC measurement reporting, with and without handovers during the dedicated mode connection (including RA and/or LA crossing)

· Network commanded cell changes between different RA, RA+LA, with both NMO I and II (covering both normal and the typical abnormal cases).

· Changing of NC mode between packet idle and packet transfer modes.

· Conflict situations between user data and measurement reporting sending procedures such as DL TBF establishment during random access for PMR sending

Additional areas will be required as well. TSG GERAN WG3 will do further analysis’s based upon the work plan.

TSG GERAN agreed to do the work in 3 phases. The above concern Phase 1.

The phases will be:

· Phase 1 will be: Ensuring sufficient test coverage of basic functionalities of NC2 and the most common scenarios.

· Phase 2 will be: Ensuring extended test coverage of the scenarios and functionalities that will be deployed by the Operators that will activate NC2.

· Phase 3 will be: Ensuring sufficient test coverage for the R99, and onwards, additions for NC2, like extending the amount of PEMR tests, specifying NC2 2G->3G tests, etc.

It is the target of TSG GERAN that Phase 1 will be reached by April 2004. Phase 2 and 3 will follow after Phase 1 has been completed.

2. Actions:
To GCF-AG. 

ACTION: 
TSG GERAN would kindly like the Operators of GCF to identify which functionalities and combinations of the NC2 they will deploy (CCCH or PCCCH activated, NC2 activated in broadcast messages or with individual point-to-point commands, activation of NC2 for packet transfer mode only, modifications to BA(GPRS), etc.). This is to ensure that TSG GERAN addresses the correct areas for the test cases that will be planned for Phase 2.
3. Date of Next TSG-GERAN Meetings:

TSG-GERAN Meeting #16
25th – 29th August 2003

New York, USA.

TSG-GERAN Meeting #17
17th – 21st November 2003
Budapest, Hungary.

