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1. Overall Description:

TSG GERAN would like to thank GCF Steering Group for the provision of further information on the GCF GPRS Recommended Set (cmp. Tdoc S-03-018r2 / GP-030296).

TSG GERAN has discussed how the GCF list of features outside the scope of the Recommended Set could be aligned with GERAN specifications in order to avoid any inconsistencies. 

TSG GERAN has not decided yet to remove any of these features from the 3GPP specifications. 

Specifically, TSG GERAN has confirmed that the two features NC1 and Packet Queuing Notification will remain in the 3GPP specifications of TSG GERAN. This is due the benefits of the features as outlined in the following:
· Benefits of NC1:
The importance of NC1 is essentially linked to the need to support CCN mode or not. CCN mode is compatible with NC0 and NC1 (but not with NC2). If NC1 is not supported, the only possibility to use CCN is to use NC0 (no measurement reports are sent to the network). Besides lacking some control and information for other purposes, with this choice the network is not able to identify a possible cell reselection to an UTRAN cell (up to now, the mobile station doesn’t enter CCN mode if the preferred cell is a non-GSM cell). In this case the network cannot take any action to favour/unfavour a cell reselection towards UTRAN. 

· Benefits of Packet access queuing notification procedure: 
The packet access queuing notification procedure applies to TBF establishments initiated by the mobile station.
Such procedure could be useful when the network has correctly received the PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST (or EGPRS PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST) message sent on the PRACH, but it is temporarily unable to reserve resources and/or send the corresponding PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT. By sending the PACKET QUEUING NOTIFICATION the network acknowledges the reception of the PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST and informs the MS that it is “processing” the request. 
On receipt of a PACKET QUEUING NOTIFICATION message the mobile station stops its running timers and stops sending PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST (or EGPRS PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST) messages. At the same time the MS starts timer T3162, leaving the network up to 5 seconds to send the PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT. 
At the end, this feature allows more time to the network to free or re-organize radio resources in order to be finally able to establish the Uplink TBF, while avoiding that the mobile stations flood the random access channel with multiple PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST messages. This characteristic could become important in heavily loaded scenarios.

The decision of TSG GERAN to keep features within the 3GPP specifications implies that these features are mandatory for the mobile station. Network implementations can make use of these features.

TSG GERAN kindly asks GCF steering group to consider this in their further work.


TSG GERAN will keep GCF informed about any decisions to remove features from the 3GPP specifications.

2. Actions:

None.
3. Date of Next TSG-GERAN Meetings:

TSG-GERAN2 Meeting #14bis 
19th – 23th May 2003
San Diego, USA.

TSG-GERAN Meeting #15
23th – 27th June 2003
Canada
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