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Introduction

The 10th meeting of ITU-R Working Party 8F was held in Porto Seguro, Brazil, from 26 March to 3 April 2003.  During this meeting two North American SDOs collaborated to update the current IMT-2000 recommendations.

Discussion

The ITU-R Recommendation for IMT-2000 systems, M-1457, includes a 200 kHz EDGE component along with a 30 kHz circuit switched component.  This system has been known as “UWC-136”, and is considered an IMT-2000 3G system.  The ITU term for this system is called “TDMA-SC”, for TDMA Single Carrier.
It is generally acknowledged that the current TDMA-SC system will not be deployed.  This is primarily due to market issues, along with the fact that the main TDMA operators in the U.S. are migrating to GSM/EDGE.  The North American SDOs TR-45.3 and T1P1 have collaborated to add a 200 kHz voice/circuit switched component to the current IMT-2000 recommendation.  This update was approved at the recently held meeting in Brazil.
What this means a GSM/GPRS/EDGE system may be considered an IMT-2000 3G system, however, only if the system includes an EDGE component.  In other words, a GSM/GPRS system by itself is, of course, not 3G, however, when an EDGE component is added to this system, it may be considered as IMT-2000 compliant, and part of the ITU TDMA-SC radio interface.
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