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1. Overall Description:

CN1 has discussed the discussion paper N1-022243 (G2-020790, Atlanta October 2002) in their meeting in Bangkok, November 2002.

CN1 acknowledge that the analysis in the discussion paper is correct, and that the MSC update to R99 must be coordinated with the AN SysInfo update to ensure that the R99 MSs will receive correct information of CN revision. Otherwise, detection of the message duplication in the MSC can be compromised.

Additional concern identified by CN1 but not mentioned in N1-022243 (G2-020790) is the detection of duplication of signalling messages during UMTS to UMTS handover, and hence possible call failure, if the configuration of R98 or older BSCs with R99 MSC is kept as a network formation for a long period of time. That is, if an R99 MS establishes the RR connection via a BSC not broadcasting the MSCR bit, the MS will use a 1-bit send sequence number and will continue to use this after GSM to UMTS handover. When a duplication of 2 signalling messages occurs during subsequent UMTS to UMTS handover, the MSC will not be able to detect this duplication.

CN1 are strongly recommending that the transition period shall be kept as short as possible.

To avoid the problem, CN1 suggest that R99 upgrades are well co-ordinated by the operator in its network, but that the related mechanisms do not need to be standardised. 
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